


Question:

What kind of book is James?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of  
book is it?



ANSWER:



General Epistle?

Letter written to a more general 
audience than Paul’s epistles 

(which were addressed to specific 
individuals or congregations).

James, 1& 2 Peter, 1, 2, & 3 John, and Jude



Question:

Who wrote the book of James?



Who wrote James?

James.

At least 4 mentioned in Scripture.

which one?



Which James?

“the greater”

“the lesser”“son of James”
Luke 6:16



Which James?

Joseph
Mary

Jesus
James

Joseph
Simon

Judas
Sisters...

Matthew 13:55-56

“not even his brothers believed in Him” (John 7:5) 
They became his followers after the resurrection (Acts 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:7)



Which James?



ANSWER:

Joseph
Mary

Jesus
James

Joseph
Simon

Judas
Sisters...



support:

1.  Most prominent (leader of Jerusalem church
Acts12:17; 15:13; 21:18; Galatians 2:12).

     
Galatians 2:9--“pillar of the church”

2.  Language usage and style similarities (Acts 15:13-21).

3.  Favored by early church fathers (Eusebius, Origen).



Question:

To whom did James write?



To whom?

A specific church?
All Christians?
Non-christians?

Jews?
Gentiles?



ANSWER:

James 1:1
To the twelve tribes which are 

scattered abroad...



Diaspora
/dīˈaspərə/



Context

Crucifixion
&

Resurrection
30 AD

Pentecost
50 days later

Church Begins
with 3,000!
(Acts 2:41)

Continues to grow
with 5,000 more!

(Acts 4:4)  

Persecution
&

Stephen Stoned
(Acts 7)

Diaspora
(Acts 8:1)



Diaspora

Acts 11:19
Now they which were scattered abroad
upon the persecution that arose about

Stephen travelled as far as Phoenicia, and
Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word

to none but unto the Jews only.



ANSWER:

James is writing to 
Jewish Christians

who fled persecution.



Question:

Why did he write?



What was his main point?
confronting sin?

encouraging believers?
teaching doctrine?

Why did he write?



ANSWER:

Yes.





James 1:2-12
Allow trials to accomplish their purpose.



question:
How do you respond to trials?

being made fun of for a standard  
you are trying to follow

being left out of a group 
because you are not doing what  

everyone else is doing
what should your response be?

faith

endurance

kindness in return

good attitude
restraint

hope

falsely accused/mistreated
serious health need

unanswered prayer



1:2

My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into divers 
temptations.

fellow believers consider it supreme joy--be supremely glad

when you meet various trials

that’s not normal!



serious health needs



being alienated



being unfairly treated



christian? crazy

or



why be supremely glad 
when trials come?



3 reasons:

1.  Trials make you steadfast (1:3).
2.  Trials make you mature (1:4).

3.  Trials bring reward (1:12).



1:3  
Trials Make You Steadfast.

knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience.

you can have supreme joy,  
because you know... trials produce steadfastness

trials create steadfastness.
staying power 

heroic endurance



1:4 
Trials make you mature.

But let patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be perfect and entire, 

wanting nothing.

the trials that bring steadfastness continue to produce:

lacking nothing

completeness
maturity

trials create maturity.
Complete in character 

complete in virtue



1:12 
Trials bring reward.

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation:
for when he is tried, he shall receive the

crown of life, which the Lord hath
promised to them that love him.

happy/fortunate trials
proven faithful

Crown of Lifethose who persevere under trials
James 1:12; Rev. 2:10

Trials create crowns.  



Crown of Life

5 Crowns Mentioned in Scripture

Imperishable Crown

Crown of Rejoicing

Crown of Righteousness

Crown of Glory

those who persevere under trials

those who live lives of sacrifice and self denial

those who love and anticipate Christ’s return

Pastors who serve with unselfish love

those who win souls

1 Cor. 9:25

1 Thess. 2:19; Philippians 4:1

2 Tim. 4:8

1 Peter 5:4

James 1:12; Rev. 2:10



Eternal reward is promised in heaven  
for the one who correctly responds  

to trials.



3 reasons to be joyful 
in trials:

1.  Trials make you steadfast (1:3).
2.  Trials make you mature (1:4).

3.  Trials bring reward (1:12).



so why are we not 
joyful?



Our tendency is to only focus  
on the negative side of trials/testing.



Focus on the  
consequences 

of failure.



Trial = Trap



if you can respond correctly... 
you only escape punishment. 

that’s it. 
no reward. 

no incentive. 
no encouragement.

No hope.



every day 
There will only be  
more opportunities 

for failure.



This is only half true.

trial = Opportunity for failure

Dangerous because it is demoralizing.

Dangerous because it is incomplete.

Half truths are Satan’s most effective lies.



Accurate view of trials:



Testing is an opportunity for blessing.



Will you allow trials to 
accomplish God’s 

purpose in your life?



Will you allow trials to:

1.  Make you steadfast (1:3).
2.  Make you mature (1:4).

3.  Bring reward (1:12).

This is God’s purpose for trials.
This is the reason you can respond with joy.





Respond to trials with joy.

1.  Trials make you steadfast (1:3).
2. Trials make you mature (1:4).

3.  Trials bring reward (1:12).

This is God’s purpose for trials.
This is the reason you can respond with joy.

why?



wait
what about the other verses?



Greetings from James

1  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are 
scattered abroad, greeting.

Rejoicing in Trials

2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3  Knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6  But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For 
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7  For let not 
that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8  A double minded man is 
unstable in all his ways.

Contrast of the Rich and Poor

9  Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 10  But the rich, in that he is 
made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. 11  For the sun is no 
sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, 
and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his 
ways.

Perseverance in Temptation

12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.  13  Let no man say 
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man: 14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed. 15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it 
is finished, bringeth forth death. 

Wisdom (5).
Prayer (5-6).

Priorities (9-11).
Faith (6-8).

Respond to 
trials with  

JOY.

What is this?
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James 1:5

If any of you lack wisdom,
let him ask of God,

that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not;

and it shall be given him.



why wisdom?

out of all the character qualities,
why single out wisdom?



he knew their church?



if any of you...



we think of wisdom as:

Having it. Not having it.



we think of wisdom as a 
binary equation

some of us got it, 
some of us ain’t.



reality...



who needs wisdom?

no one is here.
Everyone!

how can we say that?



reality:

You need wisdom.

You must recognize your need.



why wisdom?

it is one of the most essential character qualities.

everyone needs it.



Proverbs 8:10-11

Receive my instruction, and not silver;
and knowledge rather than choice gold.

For wisdom is better than rubies;
and all the things that may be desired

are not to be compared to it.

It is impossible to overemphasize  
the importance of wisdom in your life.



wisdom brings:
 security and ease (1:33)

understanding of righteousness, justice and equity (2:9)
discretion that will protect you (2:11)

understanding that will guard you (2:11)
deliverance from the way of evil (2:12)
deliverance from wicked men (2:12-15)

deliverance from wicked women (2:16-19)
long life (3:16)

riches and honor (3:16) (8:18)
pleasantness (3:17)

peace (3:17)
life for your soul (3:22)

adornment for your neck (3:22)
security and stability (3:23)

freedom from fear (3:24)
sweet sleep (3:24)

honor (3:35)
enduring wealth and righteousness (8:18)

inheritance (8:21)
blessing (8:32)

life and favor (8:35)
long life (9:11)

glad father (10:1) (15:20) (23:24) (29:3)
king’s favor (14:35)
discernment (16:21)

judicious speech (16:23
strength (24:5)

deliverance (28:26)



wisdom

what is it?



wisdom

Possessing all knowledge.



not necessarily...

knowledge does not equal wisdom.
wisdom is the application of knowledge.



application of 
knowledge:

sculptor
painter

mathematician 
inventor
architect
musician
engineer

cartographer
botanist
writer

Leonardo da Vinci



application of 
knowledge:

e=mc2
general theory of relativity

nobel prize
quantum theory

Albert Einstein



application of 
knowledge:

“Wizard of Menlo Park”
light bulb

phonograph
video camera

1,093 US Patents
mass production

research laboratory
Thomas Edison



wise?

in man’s eyes, yes. 
applied physical knowledge.



wise?

"And if we doubt the certainty of each of the things 
that passes through our senses, how much more 

should we doubt the existence of God 
and the soul and other things of that nature, 

for which discussion and controversy is unceasing." 



wise?

I do not believe in a personal God 
and I have never denied this 
but have expressed it clearly. 

If something is in me which can be called religious 
then it is the unbounded admiration for the structure of

the world so far as our science can reveal it.



wise?

"I have never seen the slightest scientific proof 
of the religious ideas of heaven and hell, 

of future life for individuals, or of a personal God. 
So far as religion of the day is concerned, it is a...fake… 

Religion is all bunk."



wise?

“...professing themselves to be wise
they became fools” (Rom. 1:22)

“the fool has said in his heart 
there is no God” (Ps. 14:1)

God says they are fools.



wisdom

practical application of knowledge,
both physical and spiritual.

what is it?
practical application of knowledge?



wisdom

how do we get it?



James 1:5

If any of you lack wisdom,
let him ask of God,

that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not;

and it shall be given him.

ask of God



all wisdom comes from 
God

For the Lord giveth wisdom:  out of 
his mouth cometh knowledge and 

understanding. (Prov. 2:6) 



all wisdom comes from 
god

22The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old.

23I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.

24When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains 
abounding with water.

25Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth:

26While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the 
dust of the world.

27When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of 
the depth:

28When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the 
deep:

29When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his 
commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth:

30Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, 
rejoicing always before him;

Proverbs 8:
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James 1:5

If any of you lack wisdom,
let him ask of God,

that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not;

and it shall be given him.

without reservation

?



upbraid...



upbraid...

scold
find fault with



James 1:5

If any of you lack wisdom,
let him ask of God,

that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not;

and it shall be given him.

without reservation

without scolding
and it shall be given him



application:

one of your greatest needs is wisdom.

it comes from God.

ask Him for it.

He wants to give it to you.



ask

when was the last time you prayed for wisdom?

not just for a decision you had to make

not just for a problem you needed an answer to

but wisdom as a character quality that you lacked?

“Ye have not because ye ask not.”





Greetings from James

1  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are 
scattered abroad, greeting.

Rejoicing in Trials

2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3  Knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6  But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For 
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7  For let not 
that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8  A double minded man is 
unstable in all his ways.

Contrast of the Rich and Poor

9  Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 10  But the rich, in that he is 
made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. 11  For the sun is no 
sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, 
and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his 
ways.

Perseverance in Temptation

12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.  13  Let no man say 
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man: 14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed. 15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it 
is finished, bringeth forth death. 

Wisdom (5).
Prayer (5-6).

Priorities (9-11).
Faith (6-8).

Respond to 
trials with  

JOY.

What is this?
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powerful
praying



how can i pray in a way that gets results?

how can i pray powerfully?



imagine...

3 Wishes



power



privilege



in reality

God offers us something far better.



what?
"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you." (Matthew 7:7)

"Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth 
as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done

 for them of my Father which is in heaven." (Matthew 18:19) 

"And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive." (Matthew 21:22) 

"Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." (Mark 11:24) 

"And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it." (John 14:13-14) 

"And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you." (John 16:23) 

"For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the 
same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him." (Romans 10:12) 

"And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, 

whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
that we desired of him." (1 John 5:14-15) 



if this is available to us...

why don’t we pray???

or if we are praying,
why don’t we see results?

what is keeping us from powerful prayer?



Greetings from James

1  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are 
scattered abroad, greeting.

Rejoicing in Trials

2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3  Knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6  But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For 
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7  For let not 
that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8  A double minded man is 
unstable in all his ways.

Contrast of the Rich and Poor

9  Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 10  But the rich, in that he is 
made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. 11  For the sun is no 
sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, 
and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his 
ways.

Perseverance in Temptation

12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.  13  Let no man say 
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man: 14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed. 15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it 
is finished, bringeth forth death. 

Wisdom (5).
Prayer (5-6).
Faith (6-8).

Respond to 
trials with  

JOY.

What is this?
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James 1:6

But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.
For he that wavereth is like a wave of the

sea driven with the wind and tossed.



so...

for your prayer for wisdom to be answered,
for every prayer to be answered,

the secret to powerful praying is

FAITH





no problem



Faith as God  
defines it...



James 1:6

But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.
For he that wavereth is like a wave of the

sea driven with the wind and tossed.

nothing wavering
no doubting



doubting



James 1:6-8
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.
For he that wavereth is like a wave of the

sea driven with the wind and tossed.

For let not that man think that he shall 
receive any thing of the Lord.

A double minded man is unstable in 
all his ways.

no doubting

he is he is



the person who doubts 
is double minded.



two brains are
better than one!

double minded



double minded

divided thinking
literally:  “two souled”

spiritually schizophrenic



divided thinking



divided thinking

God hasn’t 
answered my 

prayers before...

I don’t think 
God will give 

me what I 
want...

I don’t deserve
to have my

prayers answered...

I don’t believe
praying really does 

anything...

i will pray, but...



symptoms of a  
divided mind:

i don’t pray at all.
i don’t pray long.

i don’t pray for big needs.
i don’t pray for small needs.

i don’t pray for others.
i’m not burdened for a stronger prayer life.
i’m not seeing progress in my prayer life.



prayer

possibly the truest test of your walk with God



reality...

just like all of us 
need wisdom

all of us need help in the 
area of divided minds 



we are so quick to say...

praying doesn’t workthe way you are



if you want powerful 
praying

recognize and turn from divided thinking



how?



Matthew 14



And straightway Jesus constrained his 
disciples to get into a ship, and to go 
before him unto the other side, while 

he sent the multitudes away.

And when he had sent the multitudes 
away, he went up into a mountain 

apart to pray: and when the evening 
was come, he was there alone.

Matthew 14:22-23



Matthew 14:24-25
But the ship was now in the midst      
of the sea, tossed with waves:  for          

the wind was contrary.

And in the fourth watch of the       
night Jesus went unto them,       

walking on the sea.



Matthew 14:26-27
And when the disciples saw

him walking on the sea, 
they were troubled, saying,

it is a spirit; and they 
cried out for fear.

But straightway Jesus spake
unto them, saying, Be of 

good cheer; it is I; 
be not afraid.



Matthew 14:28-29
And Peter answered him and 

said, Lord, if it be thou, bid
me come unto thee 

on the water.

And he said, Come.  
And when Peter was come 
down out of the ship, he 

walked on the water,
to go to Jesus.



But when he saw the wind 
boisterous, he was afraid;       

and beginning to sink, 
he cried, saying, 
Lord, save me.

And immediately Jesus
stretched forth his hand, 
and caught him, and said 
unto him, O thou of little 

faith, wherefore didst 
thou doubt?



how can I have 
unwavering faith?

never take your eyes off of Christ.



what takes your eyes 
off of Christ?

fear?
popularity?

possessions?
relationships?

hypocrisy in others?
failure in your own life?



whatever takes your 
eyes off of Christ...

robs you of powerful prayer.

robs you of wisdom. 

robs you of a right relationship with Christ.

robs you of every good thing He wants you to have.



application:
Do not doubt God.

Cling to Him.
Let nothing steal your focus.

Then you can successfully pray for wisdom.
Then you can pray powerfully.

The secret to powerful praying
is having an unswerving focus on Jesus Christ.







Greetings from James

1  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are 
scattered abroad, greeting.

Rejoicing in Trials

2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3  Knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6  But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For 
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7  For let not 
that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8  A double minded man is 
unstable in all his ways.

Contrast of the Rich and Poor

9  Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 10  But the rich, in that he is 
made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. 11  For the sun is no 
sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, 
and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his 
ways.

Perseverance in Temptation

12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.  13  Let no man say 
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man: 14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed. 15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it 
is finished, bringeth forth death. 

Wisdom (5).
Prayer (5-6).

Priorities (9-11).
Faith (6-8).

Respond to 
trials with  

JOY.

What is this?
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James 1:9-11
Money:  What is your Focus?



how do you view 
money?



how do you view 
money?



money is...

the root of all evil
1 Tim. 6:10



Fiddler on the Roof

“Money is the 
world’s curse.”

“May the Lord smite me with it.
And may I never recover.”



what is your attitude 
towards money?



what should it be?



1:9

Let the brother of low degree
rejoice in that he is exalted:

christian

low on socio-economic scale

who is poor

rejoice





what is your attitude 
toward not having?



embarrassed

i don’t want
anyone to 

know i don’t 
have as much

i am afraid of 
what other 

people will say or 
think



sad

i feel like i am 
not as valuable 

of a person

i feel like God 
has neglected me



scared

how am i going 
to survive?

what am i 
going to do?



stressed

i have to do 
something 
about this

i have to 
come up 
with a 

solution



angry

why does
God allow 

this?

why is He 
not taking

care of me?



response God calls  
you to...



rejoice.

Boast.
Be proud.

of what???



1:9

Let the brother of low degree
rejoice in that he is exalted:in that he is exalted



we love poor people!!!

exalted?



exalted?



better understanding...



exalted

physical poverty
can promote

spiritual wealth



how?

“Hath not God chosen the poor of
this world to be rich in faith, and heirs

of the kingdom which he hath promised
to them that love him?”

James 2:5

faith heirs
of the kingdom



physically poor can be 
spiritually rich:

1.  Faith (dependence on God)
I need God. 

I can’t rely on my wealth. 
I can’t rely on my abilities. 
I can’t rely on my strength. 

I am utterly dependent upon God. 

Not just for physical needs, 
but for EVERY need. 

2.  Focus (looking forward to future inheritance)
I don’t have treasures on earth. 
I don’t need treasures on earth. 
I want treasure that is eternal. 

I will live this life in view of eternity.



spiritual poverty

physical poverty



physical poverty  
can promote  

spiritual wealth.



you can benefit from 
poverty

if you respond to poverty correctly.

rejoice for the lessons poverty provides.



1:10

But the rich, in that he is made low:
because as the flower of the grass

he shall pass away.

in contrast
to what the initial response would normally be...

should also rejoice
But



the rich

high on socio-economic scale



what should his 
response be?

rejoice in that he is made low:rejoice

what?



“made low”

not necessarily 

poor?



how is he humbled?



1:10

But the rich, in that he is made low:
because as the flower of the grass

he shall pass away.



1:11

For the sun is no sooner risen
with a burning heat, but it

withereth the grass,
and the flower thereof falleth,

and the grace of the 
fashion of it perisheth:

so also shall the rich man
fade away in his ways.



you’re telling me...



when this person



sees this





he should think this...

my life will end soon too.



and his response  
should be:



rejoicing???



rejoice.

Boast.
Be proud.

of what???



what is your response 
to life’s brevity?



scared

I’m afraid!
It’s unknown!

I’m not 
ready!



sad

i have too 
much to 
live for

i have too
much i still

want to 
accomplish



stressed

i have to 
figure out
how to 

make my 
legacy last

i have to 
make a bigger

name for
myself



angry

it’s not fair
that I can’t
do more

why does
this have
to end?



response God calls the  
wealthy person to...



rejoice in being 
humbled

realizes life is not about 
what he has 
physically,

but what he has
SPIRITUALLY



being physically rich 
does not have to 

prevent being spiritually 
rich.



physically rich can be 
spiritually rich:

1.  Faith (dependence on God)
I need God. 

I can’t rely on my wealth. 
I can’t rely on my abilities. 
I can’t rely on my strength. 

I am utterly dependent upon God. 

Not just for physical needs, 
but for EVERY need. 

2.  Focus (looking forward to future inheritance)
My treasure on earth won’t last forever. 

I don’t need treasures on earth. 
I want treasure that is eternal. 

I will live this life in view of eternity.



what is the point of this 
passage?



life is more than  
money.



I can rejoice that God 
allows me to see this.



irony
poor person is to rejoice in spiritual 

exaltation

rich person is to rejoice in physical 
humiliation 

Both find their fulfillment in the eternal.

What do they share in common?



so...

moral of the story...

when you are poor be happy?
when you are rich be happy?



be happy?



be eternally minded.



money is not the focus.



your focus is the focus.



application:
1.  You need to be rich in faith.

(dependence on God)
You need God. 

You can’t rely on your wealth. 
You can’t rely on your abilities. 
You can’t rely on your strength. 

You are utterly dependent upon God. 

Not just for physical needs, 
but for EVERY need. 

2.  You need an eternal focus. 
(looking forward to future inheritance)

You don’t have treasures on earth/Treasures on earth don’t last. 
You don’t need treasure on earth. 

You should want treasure that is eternal. 

You must live this life in view of eternity.



Greetings from James

1  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are 
scattered abroad, greeting.

Rejoicing in Trials

2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3  Knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6  But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For 
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7  For let not 
that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8  A double minded man is 
unstable in all his ways.

Contrast of the Rich and Poor

9  Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 10  But the rich, in that he is 
made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. 11  For the sun is no 
sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, 
and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his 
ways.

Perseverance in Temptation

12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.  13  Let no man say 
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man: 14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed. 15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it 
is finished, bringeth forth death. 

Respond to 
trials with  

JOY.
Why? 

1.  Trials produce 
steadfastness. 

2.  Trials produce 
completeness. 

don’t lack wisdom. 
if you do, pray. 

to pray powerfully, have faith. 
to have faith, don’t be doubleminded. 

to avoid being double minded,  
have the right focus.

3.  Trials can bring 
 eternal reward.
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1:13

Let no man say when he is tempted, 
I am tempted of God:  for God  
cannot be tempted with evil,  
neither tempteth he any man.

tempted



Temptation

(anything I think, say, or do 
that violates God’s Law)

to entice to sin



don’t blame God

when you are tempted...



?
who does this?



none of us would say...

God made 
me do 

wrong.

God tried to get 
me to do wrong.

God wanted me to fail.

God tempted me.



but we do think...

I couldn’t 
help it.

the temptation 
was too much 

for me.
God allowed me to fail.

God allowed this  
unbearable temptation.



what are we really saying?

i refuse to accept responsibility.

it wasn’t my fault.

the person who refuses to accept responsibility 
is the person who will never experience victory.



“blame game” happened from the beginning

it was the 
woman

Genesis 3:12-13

You gave  
her to me

it was the 
serpent

he tricked me



you cannot blame God

why not?



you cannot blame God

Let no man say when he is tempted, 
I am tempted of God:  for God  
cannot be tempted with evil,  
neither tempteth he any man.

God
cannot be tempted with evil

1

2neither tempteth he any man



1.  God cannot be tempted:

Satan is not allowed to tempt God?

God is “untemptable.”

God is not capable of corruption.



this reality anchors our faith

“In the stainless purity of His character 
lies our security.”

because God is Holy, I can trust Him.



this reality enables our victory 

“God’s purity is not against us, 
but for us in our conflict with evil.”

Because God is holy, 
I can be holy.



you cannot blame God

Let no man say when he is tempted, 
I am tempted of God:  for God  
cannot be tempted with evil,  
neither tempteth he any man.

God
cannot be tempted with evil

1

2neither tempteth he any man

God is “untemptable” 
I can depend on Him 

I can be enabled by Him



2.  neither tempteth he any man:

since God has no desire for evil, 
He wouldn’t desire it for anyone else.



you cannot blame God

Let no man say when he is tempted, 
I am tempted of God:  for God  
cannot be tempted with evil,  
neither tempteth he any man.

God
cannot be tempted with evil

1

2neither tempteth he any man

God is “untemptable” 
I can depend on Him 

I can be enabled by Him

God doesn’t want to do wrong, 
so he can’t want someone else to do wrong.



we cannot blame God.

who is responsible for our temptation?



1:14

But every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away 

of his own lust, 
and enticed.

drawn away
of his own lust



who is really to blame? 

we are. 

specifically what? 

our own wicked desires. 

our own wicked heart.

we cannot blame God.



want victory over temptation?

get real. 
get real with yourself. 

get real with God. 



i am a sinner.

i’m not a good person who sometimes does wrong. 

i am a sinner who, left to myself, will always do wrong. 

apart from God, there is no good in me.



Romans 7:18

“I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) 
dwelleth no good thing.”



Jeremiah 17:9

“The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked: 

who can know it?”



how is our wicked heart drawn away?

But every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away 

of his own lust, 
and enticed.

own lust



temptation’s source

our  problem with sin is not the  
outer lure but the inner lust.



what catches fish?

x x x



what catches fish?

his uncontrolled desire



what happens next?

where do uncontrolled desires lead?



1:15

Then when lust hath conceived, 
it bringeth forth sin: 

and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death.

lust
sin

death



sequence of sin

uncontrolled desire

breaking God’s Law

destructionx



thank you for this message

response...

i really needed it



if that is your reaction...



you can break this cycle!

control desire

obey God’s Law

avoid destruction

x



how to control desire?

not “self-restraint”



how to control desire?

Holy Spirit controlled living.
Whom you choose to submit to will control you.



Galatians 5:16

“Walk in the Spirit and ye shall not  
fulfill the lust of the flesh.”



Empowering Truths.

God is holy.  I can trust Him. 

God’s holiness is not against me. 

God’s holiness is for me. 

God wants me to be holy. 

God enables me to be holy.



Application:

Recognize the source of temptation. 

Recognize the danger of temptation. 

Break the cycle of temptation by submitting to God. 

Choose victory.





James 1:16-18 
How Do You See God? 



1:16

Do not err, my beloved brethren.

fellow Christians that I love, 
Stop being deceived.

about what?



what is the deception?

source of temptation?

character and nature of God.

yes, but more importantly...

Who God is.



stop having a wrong view of 
God.

Stop being deceived.

i’m not!
i believe that  
God exists

i believe that 
God created 
everything.

i believe that 
God made me.

i believe that 
Jesus died  

on the cross.

i believe that 
Jesus is 

the only way 
to Heaven.
i have even 
asked Jesus 
to forgive  
my sins.

all of this could be true of you, 
yet you could still be deceived.



Satan doesn’t have to make 
you an atheist in order to 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 deceive you.

Richard Dawkins

“Belief in God is not just wrong 
but potentially deadly.”



Satan doesn’t have to make 
you an agnostic in order to 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 deceive you.

Charles Darwin

“The mystery of all things is 
insoluble by us; and I for one 
must be content to remain  

an agnostic.”



All Satan has to do is make you doubt God’s goodness.

in order to deceive you



Satan’s first deception:
Genesis 3:1, “did God actually say you shall 

not eat of any tree in the garden?”
God is too strict.  God is not generous.

Genesis 3:4, “you will not die.”
God lied about consequences.   

God is not trustworthy.

Genesis 3:5, “God knows...your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God”

God doesn’t want what’s best for you.   
God is not loving.



If Satan can get you to doubt God, 
Satan can get you to disobey God.



 this command is for us:

Stop being deceived!

Stop having a wrong view of God.



what should my view  
of God be?

How should I see God?



1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 

from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning.

How should I see God?

1.  God is the giver of every good gift.



1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 

from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning.

Every good gift



every act of giving



1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 

from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning.

every perfect gift
every act of giving



every gift given



1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 

from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning.

every act of giving

is from above

every gift given



has a heavenly origin

x



1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 

from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning.

every act of giving every gift given

has a 
heavenly 

origin
and cometh down



descends in a continual stream



what are these “gifts?”

life. 
health. 
food. 
water. 
sleep. 
family. 
friends. 

opportunity to know God. 
opportunity to serve God.

every good thing that 
you have:



1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 

from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning.

every act of giving every gift given

has a 
heavenly 

origin
descends  

in a continual 
streamfrom the Father of lightsthe



God the Creator 
is the source



1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 

from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning.

every act of giving every gift given

has a 
heavenly 

origin
descends  

in a continual 
streamthe

with whom is no variableness
neither shadow of turning



God doesn’t change.

heavenly bodies move, 
are obscured, 

and cast shadows.

Variations and shadows



every good gift (17)

Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 

from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning.

every act of giving every gift given

has a 
heavenly 

origin

descends  
in a continual 

streamthe

variation

shadow due to change 
moon phases, sun in its course

periodic movement of heavenly bodies



Who is God?

God is the giver of everything good in my life. 

God continually pours out His goodness on me. 

God, the Giver, is the Creator of the universe. 

God never changes.



What does this mean  
to me?

Instead of doubting God or questioning God...

I must recognize He is the source of everything  
good in my life.

I must live a life of continual thankfulness.

I must live a life of unwavering dependence 
on the God who never changes.



Is this how you see God?





1:16

Do not err, my beloved brethren.

fellow Christians that I love, 
Stop being deceived.

about what?



1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 

from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning.

How should I see God?

1.  God is the giver of every good gift.



every act of giving



every gift given



has a heavenly origin

x



descends in a continual stream



God the Creator 
is the source



God doesn’t change.

heavenly bodies move, 
are obscured, 

and cast shadows.

Variations and shadows



Who is God?

God is the giver of everything good in my life. 

God continually pours out His goodness on me. 

God, the Giver, is the Creator of the universe. 

God never changes.



1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down 

from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning.

How should I see God?

1.  God is the giver of every good gift.



1:18

Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth, that we should be a  
kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

2.  God is the giver of eternal life. 
God is my Savior.

How should I see God?



God is my Savior:
2 Samuel 22:2-3 

Psalm 106:21 
Isaiah 43:3 

Isaiah 43:11 
Isaiah 45:15 
Isaiah 45:21 
Isaiah 49:26 
Luke 1:47 

1 Timothy 1:1; 2:3; 4:10 
Titus 1:3; 2:10; 3:4 

Jude 25



1:18

Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth, that we should be a  
kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
God saved me to worship

God  
saved  
me by 

His Word

God saved me 
His way

God saved me 
by His will



1:18

Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth, that we should be a  
kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

Of his own will

God saved me 
by His will



God saved me  
by His will

Salvation was not your idea first.  
it was God’s.

According as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world... 

Ephesians 1:4



God saved me  
by His will

you didn’t love God first; He loved you.

We love him, because he first loved us. 
1 John 4:19



God saved me 
by His will

you didn’t seek God first; He sought you.

The Son of man came to seek and to  
save that which was lost. 

Luke 19:10

As it is written, there is none  
righteous, no, not one: 

There is none that understandeth, 
there is none that seeketh after God. 

Romans 3:10-11



God saved me 
by His will

God is “not willing that any should perish, 
 but that all should come to repentance.” 

2 Peter 3:9



God saved me 
by His will

God is not One Who desires to tempt us, 
God is the One Who desires to save us!

He is not a “tempter” 
He is our Savior!



1:18

Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth, that we should be a  
kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

God saved me 
by His will

begat he us

God saved me 
His way



God saved me 
His way

New birth (John 3:1-10)



John 3:1-10
There was a man of the pharisees, 

named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 
The same came to Jesus by night,  

and said unto him, Rabbi, we know 
that thou art a teacher come from God: 
for no man can do these miracles that  
thou doest, except God be with him. 
Jesus answered and said unto him, 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again,  

he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
Nicodemus sayeth unto him, 

How can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter the second time into  
his mother’s womb, and be born? 

Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the  

Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh; 

and that which is born of the spirit is spirit. 
Marvel not that I say unto thee, Ye must be 

born again.  The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof,  
but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth: so is every one 

that is born of the Spirit. 
Nicodemus answered and said unto him, 

How can these things be? 
Jesus answered and said unto him, 

Art thou a master of Israel, 
and knowest not these things?

                       God’s Way: 
disregards works 

defies logic 
demands faith



1:18

Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth, that we should be a  
kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

with the
word of truth

God saved me 
His way

God saved me 
by His willGod  

saved  
me by 

His Word



God saved me 
by His Word

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, 

which liveth and abideth forever. 
1 Peter 1:23

So then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the Word of God. 

Romans 10:17



1:18

Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth, that we should be a  
kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

God  
saved  
me by 

His Word
that we should be a

kind of firstfruits of his creatures

God saved me 
His way

God saved me 
by His will

God saved me to worship



God saved me 
to worship

“that we should be a  
kind of firstfruits of his creatures”

Leviticus 23:9-14

?



Leviticus 23:9-14

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto the children of Israel, 

and say unto them, 
When ye be come into the land 

which I give unto you, 
and shall reap the harvest thereof, 
then ye shall bring a sheaf of the  

firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest:



firstfruits
meaning: 

1.  surrender (harvest belongs to God) 
2.  sacrifice (first yield is given to God) 
3.  expectation of continued harvest  

(God will continue to bless)



1:18

Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth, that we should be a  
kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

God  
saved  
me by 

His Word
that we should be a

kind of firstfruits of his creatures

God saved me 
His way

God saved me 
by His will



God saved me 
for this purpose:

2.    sacrifice (my all should be given to God) 
3.  expectation of continued harvest  

(God will continue to work in and through me)

time 
energy 

resources
1.  surrender (all of me belongs to God)

meaning:



1:18

Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth, that we should be a  
kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
God saved me to worship

God  
saved  
me by 

His Word

God saved me 
His way

God saved me 
by His will



See God for Who He is.

God is the source of every act of giving. 

God is the source of every good thing. 

God is my Savior. 

He deserves my all.

That’s what worship is.





1:19-20

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath: 

For the wrath of man worketh not 
 the righteousness of God.



swift to hear

doesn’t mean that you listen quickly (action)



slow to speak

doesn’t mean that you speak slowly (action)



swift to hear

doesn’t mean that you listen quickly (action)

it means that you are inclined to listen (attitude)

how good are you at listening?



best listener ever

delusional

before you say...



James writes this 
because

none of us listen like we should.



Statistics:

How much do we usually recall
immediately after we listen to

someone talk? 

50%



Statistics:

How much do we remember of 
what we hear 2-5 days later?

20%



Statistics:

Amount of the time we are 
distracted, preoccupied or 
forgetful when listening?

75%



What is our problem?

Most people do not listen  
with the intent to understand. 

Most people listen  
with the intent to reply.  

(Stephen Covey).

communication fails because we are 
slow to hear and quick to speak.



is listening really that 
big of a deal?

does listening really matter?



Statistics:

A recent study found the most
important factor in making an 

executive promotable was:

The ability to communicate
(more important than ambition,

education, and hard work).



Statistics:

Number one reason for divorce?
Failed communication.



communication matters.

listening matters.
how do i become a better 

listener?





6 ways to make people like you: 
(how to effectively 

communicate)
1.  Become genuinely interested in other people. 
2.  Smile.
3.  Remember that a person’s name is to that  
     person the sweetest and most important sound
     in any language. 
4.  Be a good listener. Encourage others to talk
     about themselves. 
5.  Talk in terms of the other person’s interests.
6.  Make the other person feel important—and do it 
     sincerely.



how to make a good 
impression:

“Isaac F. Marcosson, a journalist who interviewed 
hundreds of celebrities, declared that many people 

fail to make a favourable impression because 
they don’t listen attentively.”



what not to do:

“If you want to know how to make people shun 
you and laugh at you behind your back and 
even despise you, here is the recipe: Never 
listen to anyone for long. Talk incessantly 

about yourself. If you have an idea while the 
other person is talking, don’t wait for him or 

her to finish: bust right in and interrupt 
in the middle of a sentence.”



what is listening?
caring about someone else. 

taking time for them. 
valuing their experiences. 

valuing them. 
showing that you care. 

you care about them more 
than you care about you. 

selflessness. 
love.

listening = loving



loving?
x



1:19-20

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath: 

For the wrath of man worketh not 
 the righteousness of God.

slow to speak



what should our speech 
look like?

we should be more inclined to listen 
than to speak, but when we speak 

what should that look like?



intentional speech:

nothing untruthful 
(Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor... Eph. 4:25) 

nothing corrupt 
(Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth...Eph. 4:29) 

nothing empty/worthless 
(every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of 

judgment...Matt. 12:36)



intentional speech:

only truth 
(Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor... Eph. 4:25) 

governed by love 
(But speaking the truth in love...Eph. 4:15) 

with the goal of edifying 
(Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth but  

that which is good to the use of edifying...Eph. 4:29)



correlations:

listening and talking are mutually exclusive. 
if you are talking, you are not listening. 
if you are listening, you are not talking.



but what about anger?

what do listening and speaking  
have to do with anger?



1:19-20

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath: 

For the wrath of man worketh not 
 the righteousness of God.

slow to wrath



correlations:
listening is understanding.

listening more leads to understanding more. 
understanding more leads to being angry less.

the more understanding you are, 
the less likely you are to fly off the handle.



“Listen, son: I am saying this as you lie asleep, one little paw crumpled under your cheek and the blond curls stickily wet on your
damp forehead. I have stolen into your room alone. Just a few minutes ago, as I sat reading my paper in the library, a stifling wave
of remorse swept over me. Guiltily I came to your bedside. There are the things I was thinking, son: I had been cross to you. I
scolded you as you were dressing for school because you gave your face merely a dab with a towel. I took you to task for not
cleaning your shoes. I called out angrily when you threw some of your things on the floor. At breakfast I found fault, too. You
spilled things. You gulped down your food. You put your elbows on the table. You spread butter too thick on your bread. And as you
started off to play and I made for my train, you turned and waved a hand and called, ‘Goodbye, Daddy!’ and I frowned, and said in
reply, ‘Hold your shoulders back!’ Then it began all over again in the late afternoon. As I came up the road I spied you, down on
your knees, playing marbles. There were holes in your stockings. I humiliated you before your friends by marching you ahead of
me to the house. Stockings were expensive – and if you had to buy them you would be more careful! Imagine that, son, from a
father! Do you remember, later, when I was reading in the library, how you came in timidly, with a sort of hurt look in your eyes?
When I glanced up over my paper, impatient at the interruption, you hesitated at the door. ‘What is it you want?’ I snapped. You said
nothing, but ran across in one tempestuous plunge, and threw your arms around my neck and kissed me, and your small arms
tightened with an affection that God had set blooming in your heart and which even neglect could not wither. And then you were
gone, pattering up the stairs. Well, son, it was shortly afterwards that my paper slipped from my hands and a terrible sickening fear
came over me. What has habit been doing to me? The habit of finding fault, of reprimanding – this was my reward to you for being
a boy. It was not that I did not love you; it was that I expected too much of youth. I was measuring you by the yardstick of my own
years. And there was so much that was good and fine and true in your character. The little heart of you was as big as the dawn itself
over the wide hills. This was shown by your spontaneous impulse to rush in and kiss me good night. Nothing else matters tonight,
son. I have come to your bedside in the darkness, and I have knelt there, ashamed! It is a feeble atonement; I know you would not
understand these things if I told them to you during your waking hours. But tomorrow I will be a real daddy! I will chum with you,
and suffer when you suffer, and laugh when you laugh. I will bite my tongue when impatient words come. I will keep saying as if it
were a ritual: ‘He is nothing but a boy – a little boy!’ I am afraid I have visualized you as a man. Yet as I see you now, son,
crumpled and weary in your cot, I see that you are still a baby. Yesterday you were in your mother’s arms, your head on her
shoulder. I have asked too much, too much. 
Instead of condemning people, let’s try to understand them. Let’s try to figure out why they do what they do. That’s a lot more
profitable and intriguing than criticism; and it breeds sympathy, tolerance and kindness. ‘To know all is to forgive.” 

don’t be angry.   
be understanding.



conclusion:

don’t be so quick to speak.
listen.

be understanding.
being understanding prevents 

the wrong kind of anger.



1:20

For the wrath of man worketh not 
the righteousness of God.





Wherefore lay apart all filthiness
and superfluity of naughtiness,

and receive with meekness
the engrafted word, which is

able to save your souls.

get rid of all moral filth and the 
overflowing  

of wickedness

1:21

Wherefore lay apart all filthiness
and superfluity of naughtiness



not me!

moral filth? 
overflowing wickedness?



those christians...

reaction:



if this command was just for them, 
why is it in our Bible?

question:



this command is for you.

answer:

God is calling you to put away 
moral filth out of your life.
God is calling you to deal

with your own wickedness.



first of all...

what is it?



moral filth:

murderer

thief

degenerate



compared to them...

i’m good!



this is the reason we 
deny wickedness:

i think...

our definition is wrong.



what is God’s definition 
of wickedness?

anything and everything that 
violates His perfect standard of Holiness.



music

wrong 
values?

inappropriate
subject 
matter?

profanity? God considers this 
wickedness.

Do you?



books/magazines

wrong 
values?

inappropriate
subject 
matter?

profanity? God considers this 
wickedness.

Do you?



tv/movies

wrong 
values?

inappropriate
subject 
matter?

profanity? God considers this 
wickedness.

Do you?



what you 
say

private lifewhat you 
“like”

what you 
“pin”

what you
“heart”

what you
laugh at

what 
you

search

what you 
look at what you 

look for
what you hide

what 
you 
talk 

about

what you
follow



who are you?

the sum of  
your mistakes?

the sum of  
your successes?

Who God
knows you

to be.

His opinion is 
the only one 
that matters.

What is 
God’s opinion 

of you?

what others 
think you are?

what you think 
you are?



you can fool
your friends

your teachers
your parents

yourself

you can’t fool God.
does your life please Him?

if not, get right with Him!



how?



Wherefore lay apart all filthiness
and superfluity of naughtiness,

and receive with meekness
the engrafted word, which is

able to save your souls.

in meekness (humility) receive  
the implanted Word of God

get rid of all moral filth and the 
overflowing  

of wickedness

instead of receiving it humbly, we resist it proudly

1:21

receive with meekness
the engrafted word



the answer

not just possessing it... not just reading it...



humbly receiving it.



how will you respond?
will you choose to make God’s opinion of you 

the one that matters most?

will you agree with God, and call sin what it is?

will you recognize your own moral filth and wickedness?

will you turn from sin, and turn to God?







James 1:22-25
delusionaldon’t be



delusion:

A false belief held despite
strong evidence against it;

self-deception.



examples:

i am fit me too



examples:

i have good fashion sense me too



examples:

i am a super hero

me too



no question.

delusional

why doesn’t  
someone tell 

them?

they wouldn’t 
believe them.



the danger of self deception
you can be totally wrong and not even believe it.



what about you?

are you capable of self deception?

are you guilty of self deception?



__% of teens think they 
are good drivers

91
34% say their friends are good drivers



__% of high school students 
describe themselves

as above average leaders

70



on a scale 1-10 of attractiveness, 
almost everyone rated

themselves a __.7



delusion definition:

A false belief held despite
strong evidence against it;

self-deception.



what about spiritual 
delusion?

is your faith genuine?

how can you know?



James 1:22
(test of authenticity)

But be ye doers of the word,
and not hearers only,

deceiving your own selves.

if you hear the Word of God  
but don’t live the Word of God, 

you are _____________________.                          delusional



James 1:23-25
(illustration)

For if any be a hearer of the word,
and not a doer, he is like unto a man
beholding his natural face in a glass:

For he beholdeth himself, and goeth 
his way, and straightway forgetteth

what manner of man he was.

But whoso looketh into the perfect
law of liberty, and continueth therein,

he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man

shall be blessed in his deed.



hearer only



hearer and doer

Text



what makes the 
difference?

(perfect law of liberty)

Tex+
(obedience)



what is the “mirror?”

“perfect law 
of liberty”

rules of  
freedom?

1.  God’s Word frees me from sin. 
2.  God’s Word frees me to obey. 

“Men are free when they want to do  
what they ought to do.”



Tex

what is obedience?
not calculating

not compromising

instant

unhesitating

does this describe you?



Tex

result of obedience

But whoso looketh into the perfect
law of liberty, and continueth therein,

he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man

shall be blessed in his deed.

(not only will you have assurance that your faith is genuine)

shall be blessed in his deed



application:

don’t live a life of self-deception.

listen to God’s Word.

respond in immediate obedience.

this is what it means to have genuine faith.





James 1:26-27
delusionaldon’t be

PART 2



Review:



James 1:22-25
(test of authenticity)

But be ye doers of the word,
and not hearers only,

deceiving your own selves.

if you hear the Word of God  
but don’t live the Word of God, 

you are _____________________.                          delusional



hearer only



hearer and doer

Text



don’t be delusional.
don’t be a hearer only.

delusional
obey God’s word!



James 1:26

If any man among you seem to be religious,
and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth
his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.

thinks he is

does not control

worthless

deceiveth
his own heart



delusion:

A false belief held despite
strong evidence against it;

self-deception.



did you hear about
what ____ did?

let me tell you this 
joke...

!!!*@#!!! blah blah blah
 blah blah blah blah 
blah blah blah blah 

blah blah blah 

not only is he deceived 
about being spiritual...

His religion is worthless.



what about you?

question is not what you think of yourself.

question is what you are.

what does the way you speak reveal about your faith?



i want to avoid 
worthless faith...

what must i do?



James 1:26

If any man among you seem to be religious,
and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth
his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.

thinks he is

worthless

deceiveth
his own heart



what does it mean to 
control your tongue?

don’t look like this.or this.



illustration

Horse Stats:
Average weight: ____ lbs

Strength: = __ men
Top speed: __ mph

(Usain Bolt: __ mph)

How did we ever catch them?
How did we ever control them?

1,000
5

28
44



bridle

the bridle is the means of keeping
power under control



so in order to have 
genuine faith...

we have to muzzle ourselves.



our speech must be 
brought under control.



what exactly does 
controlled speech 

look like?



controlled speech:
1.  Don’t talk too much.

Proverbs 10:19
In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin.



controlled speech:
2.  Don’t talk about others.

Psalm 101:5
Whoever slanders his neighbor secretly I will destroy.



controlled speech:
3.  Don’t use inappropriate words.

Exodus 20:7
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him 

guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

Ephesians 4:29
Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth.



controlled speech:
4.  Don’t talk about inappropriate things.

Ephesians 5:4
Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, 

nor crude jesting



Is it really that  
big of a deal?



Matthew 12:36-37

But I say unto you, That every idle word 
that men shall speak, they shall give account 

thereof in the day of judgment.

For by thy words thou shalt be justified,
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.



Why does speech 
matter so much?



Matthew 12:34

O generation of vipers, how can ye,
being evil, speak good things?
for out of the abundance of

the heart the mouth speaketh.



Your speech doesn’t  
just reveal your mind.

Your speech reveals 
your heart.

(what you think about)

(who you are)
(what you love)



what does your speech 
say about you?



dont be delusiona.delusional
if you have an uncontrolled tongue,

your faith is not authentic.

will you get serious with God about your speech?

how do i control my tongue?

the same way you deal with any sin.
1.  confess.
2.  repent.
3.  depend.

Ps. 141:3, “Set a watch, O LORD, before 
my mouth; keep the door of my lips.”





dont be delusiona.delusional
authentic faith is not:  hearing without doing.

authentic faith is not:  uncontrolled speech.



dont be delusiona.delusional
authentic faith is:  hearing and obeying.

authentic faith is:  controlled speech.

T



James 1:27

Pure religion and undefiled before God
and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction, and to keep

himself unspotted from the world.

authentic faith
1.

2.

before God



Authentic faith is:

1.  Hearing and Obeying
2.  Controlling our Speech

3.  Visiting Fatherless and Widows?



Authentic faith:

?



why these examples?

1.  In need. 
2.  Unable to help themselves. 
3.  Unable to repay.



question:
how concerned are you about the needs of others?

how often do you seek to meet the needs of others?

why is this so hard?

requires selflessness.

requires sacrifice.

what God wants is more important than what I want.



James 1:27

Pure religion and undefiled before God
and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction, and to keep

himself unspotted from the world.

authentic faith
1.

2.

before God



Authentic faith is:
1.  Hearing and Obeying.

2.  Controlling my Speech.
3.  Serving and sacrificing for others. 

4.  keeping oneself unspotted?



Authentic faith:

x



moral purity

“in the world, but not of the world.”



John 17:14-15
I have given them thy word; and the world
hath hated them, because they are not of
the world, even as I am not of the world.

I pray not that thou shouldst take them
out of the world, but that thou shouldst

keep them from the evil.the evil one.



Romans 12:2

And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove what is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect,

will of God.



1 John 2:15-16
Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world.  If any man love

the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him.

For all that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father,

but is of the world.



Authentic faith is:
1.  Hearing and Obeying.

2.  Controlling my Speech.
3.  Serving and sacrificing for others. 

4.  living a life unstained by sin.

are these 4 things true of you?







My brethren, have not the faith of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, 

with respect of persons.

2:1
my brothers

showing partiality

as you hold the faith

fellow christians, don’t show favoritism 
as you claim to be a follower of Jesus Christ 

(who is the Lord of glory) 

You can’t combine faith and favoritism.



2:2

For if there come unto your assembly 
a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, 

and there come in also a man in vile raiment;



two guys walk in to a 
church...



2:3

And ye have respect to him that weareth 
the gay clothing, and say unto him, 
Sit thou hear in a good place; and 
say to the poor, Stand thou there, 

or sit here under my footstool:



show favor
please sit here! 

best seat in 
the house!



show disdain
you can stand 

over there. 
if you have to 
sit, you can 

sit there.



2:4

Are ye not then partial in yourselves, 
and are become judges of evil thoughts?with

making divisions

social hierarchy 
based on 

class distinctions

acting as judges motivated by evil thoughts



correct response:
don’t judge superficially. 

don’t show partiality.

this personthis person
does not have 

more value than



reality:
who a person is 

is not determined 
by what a person has.

a person should not 
matter more because 

they have more.

a person should not 
matter less because 

they have less.



question:

what does God think of the poor?

Does He discriminate against them?



2:5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, 
Hath not God chosen the poor 
of this world rich in faith, and 

heirs of the kingdom which he  
hath promised to them that 

love him?

God gives them unprecedented 
opportunity to respond in faith!

God promises them His kingdom!



2:6

But ye have despised the poor. 
Do not rich men oppress you, 

and draw you before the 
judgment seats?

But ye have despised the poor



Question:

If God doesn’t discriminate against 
others who may not have as much, 

how can we?



2:6
But ye have despised the poor. 
Do not rich men oppress you, 

and draw you before the 
judgment seats?

Your favoritism doesn’t  
even make sense. 

You hate those that need love. 

You love those that hate you.

Do not rich men oppress you
and draw you before the

judgment seats
use the courts 
to exploit those 

who are not  
wealthy



2:7
Do they not blaspheme that worthy 
name by the which ye are called?

Your favoritism doesn’t  
even make sense. 

You hate those that need love. 

You love those that hate you.

You love those that hate God.



2:8

If ye fulfill the royal law according to 
the scripture, Thou shalt love thy  
neighbor as thyself, ye do well:

instead of showing favoritism, 
this

Love without distinction. 
Love without qualifications. 
Love without reservation.

kingly/supreme

Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself



2:9

But if ye have respect to persons, 
ye commit sin, and are convinced 

of the law as transgressors.

show favoritism

ye commit sin
not simply 
a breach of  

manners
convicted

not only have you sinned, 
but you are marked as a sinner.

it is sin to show partiality. 
it is sin to show favoritism.



it is sin to be  
enamored by wealth.

it is sin to be 
disgusted by poverty.



in this immediate context:
what is the basis of discrimination?



is this the only kind of 
discrimination that is wrong?

what are some other grounds for showing favoritism?

appearance athletic ability intelligence



what is a person’s actual 
basis of worth?

every person is created in God’s image. 

every person is an image bearer of God. 

every person has incalculable worth.

Genesis 9:6 
Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, 
by man shall his blood be shed: 

for in the image of God made he man.



What should we do?
“Love thy neighbor as thyself.”

Love all inclusively. 
Love all consistently.



And give glory and honor 
where it rightfully belongs:



My brethren, have not the faith of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, 

with respect of persons.

2:1
my brothers

don’t show partiality

as you hold the faith

fellow christians, don’t show favoritism 
as you claim to be a follower of Jesus Christ 

(HE is the Lord of glory)

All people should be loved equally. 
God should be honored and glorified uniquely.







James 2:10-13
God’s View of Sin



opinions
OPINIONS ARE LIKE ARMPITS.

EVERYONE HAS THEM, AND THEY ALL STINK.



opinions can be helpful
IN YOUR PROFESSIONAL OPINION...

SHOULD I BE WORKING ON THIS?



IN YOUR PROFESSIONAL OPINION...

AM I IN OVER MY HEAD?

opinions can be helpful



IN YOUR PROFESSIONAL OPINION...

CAN I FIX THIS MYSELF?

opinions can be helpful



IN YOUR PROFESSIONAL OPINION...

SHOULD I EVEN TRY?

opinions can be helpful



opinions can be life saving



opinions can be life saving



but when it comes to 
right and wrong...

THERE IS ONLY ONE OPINION THAT MATTERS.



reality:

YOU AND I HAVE A WRONG VIEW OF SIN. 

WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND GOD’S VIEW OF SIN. 

WE MUST ACCEPT GOD’S VIEW OF SIN.



context (2:9)

BUT IF YE HAVE RESPECT TO PERSONS, 
YE COMMIT SIN, AND ARE CONVINCED 

OF THE LAW AS TRANSGRESSORS.

SHOW FAVORITISM
NOT SIMPLY 
A BREACH 

OF MANNERS
YE COMMIT SIN CONVICTED

NOT ONLY HAVE YOU SINNED, 
BUT YOU ARE MARKED AS A SINNER.

IT IS SIN TO SHOW PARTIALITY. 
IT IS SIN TO SHOW FAVORITISM.

TRANSGRESSORS



answering a bigger 
question:

WHY IS SHOWING FAVORITISM SUCH A BIG DEAL? 

TO BE GUILTY OF SIN, AND ALSO TO BE MARKED AS A SINNER? 

WHY SUCH A HARSH CONDEMNATION?



2:10 (sin by God’s definition)

FOR WHOSOEVER SHALL KEEP THE WHOLE LAW, 
AND YET OFFEND IN ONE POINT,  

HE IS GUILTY OF ALL.



“whole law”



“whole law”

HOW MANY RULES WERE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT LAW?



G-d

1. To know that G-d exists (Ex. 20:2; Deut. 5:6) (CCA1). See What Do Jews Believe?. 
2. Not to entertain the idea that there is any god but the Eternal (Ex. 20:3) (CCN8). See What Do Jews Believe?. 
3. Not to blaspheme (Ex. 22:27; in Christian texts, Ex. 22:28), the penalty for which is death (Lev. 24:16) (negative). 
4. To hallow G-d's name (Lev. 22:32) (CCA5). See The Name of G-d. 
5. Not to profane G-d's name (Lev . 22:32) (CCN155). See The Name of G-d. 
6. To know that G-d is One, a complete Unity (Deut. 6:4) (CCA2). See What Do Jews Believe?. 
7. To love G-d (Deut. 6:5) (CCA3). See What Do Jews Believe?. 
8. To fear Him reverently (Deut. 6:13; 10:20) (CCA4). 
9. Not to put the word of G-d to the test (Deut. 6:16) (negative). 
10. To imitate His good and upright ways (Deut. 28:9) (CCA6). 

Torah

11. To honor the old and the wise (Lev. 19:32) (CCA17). 
12. To learn Torah and to teach it (Deut. 6:7) (CCA14). See Torah. 
13. To cleave to those who know Him (Deut. 10:20) (the Talmud states that cleaving to scholars is equivalent to cleaving to Him) (CCA16). 
14. Not to add to the commandments of the Torah, whether in the Written Law or in its interpretation received by tradition (Deut. 13:1) (CCN159). See 

Torah. 
15. Not to take away from the commandments of the Torah (Deut. 13:1) (CCN160). See Torah. 
16. That every person shall write a scroll of the Torah for himself (Deut. 31:19) (CCA15). See Torah. 

Signs and Symbols

17. To circumcise the male offspring (Gen. 17:12; Lev. 12:3) (CCA47) See Brit Milah: Circumcision. 
18. To put tzitzit on the corners of clothing (Num. 15:38) (CCA10). See Tzitzit and Tallit. 
19. To bind tefillin on the head (Deut. 6:8) (CCA9). See Tefillin. 
20. To bind tefillin on the arm (Deut. 6:8) (CCA8). See Tefillin. 
21. To affix the mezuzah to the doorposts and gates of your house (Deut. 6:9) (CCA12). See Mezuzah. 

22. To honor father and mother (Ex. 20:12) (CCA41). 
23. Not to smite a father or a mother (Ex. 21:15) (CCN44). 
24. Not to curse a father or mother (Ex. 21:17) (CCN46). 
25. To reverently fear father and mother (Lev. 19:3) (CCA42). 
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4. Not to carry tales (Lev. 19:16) (CCN77). See Speech and Lashon Ha-Ra. 
5. Not to cherish hatred in one's heart (Lev. 19:17) (CCN78). See Love and Brotherhood. 
6. Not to take revenge (Lev. 19:18) (CCN80). 
7. Not to bear a grudge (Lev. 19:18) (CCN81). 
8. Not to put any Jew to shame (Lev. 19:17) (CCN79). 
9. Not to curse any other Israelite (Lev. 19:14) (by implication: if you may not curse those who cannot hear, you certainly may not curse those who can) (CCN45). 
10. Not to give occasion to the simple-minded to stumble on the road (Lev. 19:14) (this includes doing anything that will cause another to sin) (CCN76). 
11. To rebuke the sinner (Lev. 19:17) (CCA72). 
12. To relieve a neighbor of his burden and help to unload his beast (Ex. 23:5) (CCA70). See Love and Brotherhood. 
13. To assist in replacing the load upon a neighbor's beast (Deut. 22:4) (CCA71). See Love and Brotherhood. 
14. Not to leave a beast, that has fallen down beneath its burden, unaided (Deut. 22:4) (CCN183). See Love and Brotherhood. 

The Poor and Unfortunate

15. Not to afflict an orphan or a widow (Ex. 22:21) (CCN51). 
16. Not to reap the entire field (Lev. 19:9; Lev. 23:22) (negative) (CCI6). 
17. To leave the unreaped corner of the field or orchard for the poor (Lev. 19:9) (affirmative) (CCI1). 
18. Not to gather gleanings (the ears that have fallen to the ground while reaping) (Lev. 19:9) (negative) (CCI7). 
19. To leave the gleanings for the poor (Lev. 19:9) (affirmative) (CCI2). 
20. Not to gather ol'loth (the imperfect clusters) of the vineyard (Lev. 19:10) (negative) (CCI8). 
21. To leave ol'loth (the imperfect clusters) of the vineyard for the poor (Lev. 19:10; Deut. 24:21) (affirmative) (CCI3). 
22. Not to gather the peret (grapes) that have fallen to the ground (Lev. 19:10) (negative) (CCI9). 
23. To leave peret (the single grapes) of the vineyard for the poor (Lev. 19:10) (affirmative) (CCI4). 
24. Not to return to take a forgotten sheaf (Deut. 24:19) This applies to all fruit trees (Deut. 24:20) (negative) (CC10). 
25. To leave the forgotten sheaves for the poor (Deut. 24:19-20) (affirmative) (CCI5). 
26. Not to refrain from maintaining a poor man and giving him what he needs (Deut. 15:7) (CCN62). See Tzedakah: Charity. 
27. To give charity according to one's means (Deut. 15:11) (CCA38). See Tzedakah: Charity. 

Treatment of Gentiles

28. To love the stranger (Deut. 10:19) (CCA61). See Love and Brotherhood. 
29. Not to wrong the stranger in speech (Ex. 22:20) (CCN49). 
30. Not to wrong the stranger in buying or selling (Ex. 22:20) (CCN50). 
31. Not to intermarry with gentiles (Deut. 7:3) (CCN19). See Interfaith Marriages. 
32. To exact the debt of an alien (Deut. 15:3) (affirmative). 
33. To lend to an alien at interest (Deut. 23:21) According to tradition, this is mandatory (affirmative). 
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62. To reverently fear father and mother (Lev. 19:3) (CCA42). 
63. To be fruitful and multiply (Gen. 1:28) (CCA43). 
64. That a eunuch shall not marry a daughter of Israel (Deut. 23:2) (CCN136). 
65. That a mamzer shall not marry the daughter of a Jew (Deut. 23:3) (CCN137). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
66. That an Ammonite or Moabite shall never marry the daughter of an Israelite (Deut. 23:4) (negative). 
67. Not to exclude a descendant of Esau from the community of Israel for three generations (Deut. 23:8-9) (negative). 
68. Not to exclude an Egyptian from the community of Israel for three generations (Deut. 23:8-9) (negative). 
69. That there shall be no harlot (in Israel); that is, that there shall be no intercourse with a woman, without previous marriage with a deed of marriage and formal declaration of marriage (Deut. 23:18) (CCN133). 

See Marriage. 
70. To take a wife by kiddushin, the sacrament of marriage (Deut. 24:1) (CCA44). See The Process of Marriage: Kiddushin and Nisuin. 
71. That the newly married husband shall (be free) for one year to rejoice with his wife (Deut. 24:5) (affirmative). 
72. That a bridegroom shall be exempt for a whole year from taking part in any public labor, such as military service, guarding the wall and similar duties (Deut. 24:5) (negative). 
73. Not to withhold food, clothing or conjugal rights from a wife (Ex. 21:10) (CCN42). See The Marital Relationship. 
74. That the woman suspected of adultery shall be dealt with as prescribed in the Torah (Num. 5:30) (affirmative). 
75. That one who defames his wife's honor (by falsely accusing her of unchastity before marriage) must live with her all his lifetime (Deut. 22:19) (affirmative). 
76. That a man may not divorce his wife concerning whom he has published an evil report (about her unchastity before marriage) (Deut. 22:19) (negative). 
77. To divorce by a formal written document (Deut. 24:1) (affirmative). See The Process of Obtaining a Divorce. 
78. That one who divorced his wife shall not remarry her, if after the divorce she had been married to another man (Deut. 24:4) (CCN134). See Divorce. 
79. That a widow whose husband died childless must not be married to anyone but her deceased husband's brother (Deut. 25:5) (CCN135) (this is only in effect insofar as it requires the procedure of release below). 
80. To marry the widow of a brother who has died childless (Deut. 25:5) (this is only in effect insofar as it requires the procedure of release below ) (CCA45). 
81. That the widow formally release the brother-in-law (if he refuses to marry her) (Deut. 25:7-9) (CCA46). 

Forbidden Sexual Relations

82. Not to indulge in familiarities with relatives, such as kissing, embracing, winking, skipping, which may lead to incest (Lev. 18:6) (CCN110). 
83. Not to commit incest with one's mother (Lev. 18:7) (CCN112). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
84. Not to commit sodomy with one's father (Lev. 18:7) (CCN111). 
85. Not to commit incest with one's father's wife (Lev. 18:8) (CCN113). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
86. Not to commit incest with one's sister (Lev. 18:9) (CCN127). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
87. Not to commit incest with one's father's wife's daughter (Lev. 18:11) (CCN128). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
88. Not to commit incest with one's son's daughter (Lev. 18:10) (CCN119) (Note: CC treats this and the next as one commandment; however, Rambam treats them as two). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate 

Children. 
89. Not to commit incest with one's daughter's daughter (Lev. 18:10) (CCN119) (Note: CC treats this and the previous as one commandment; however, Rambam treats them as two). See Prohibited Marriages and 

Illegitimate Children. 
90. Not to commit incest with one's daughter (this is not explicitly in the Torah but is inferred from other explicit commands that would include it) (CCN120). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
91. Not to commit incest with one's fathers sister (Lev. 18:12) (CCN129). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
92. Not to commit incest with one's mother's sister (Lev. 18:13) (CCN130). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
93. Not to commit incest with one's father's brothers wife (Lev. 18:14) (CCN125). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
94. Not to commit sodomy with one's father's brother (Lev. 18:14) (CCN114). 
95. Not to commit incest with one's son's wife (Lev. 18:15) (CCN115). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
96. Not to commit incest with one's brother's wife (Lev. 18:16) (CCN126). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
97. Not to commit incest with one's wife's daughter (Lev. 18:17) (CCN121). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
98. Not to commit incest with the daughter of one's wife's son (Lev. 18:17) (CCN122). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
99. Not to commit incest with the daughter of one's wife's daughter (Lev. 18:17) (CCN123). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
100. Not to commit incest with one's wife's sister (Lev. 18:18) (CCN131). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children. 
101. Not to have intercourse with a woman, in her menstrual period (Lev. 18:19) (CCN132). 
102. Not to have intercourse with another man's wife (Lev. 18:20) (CCN124). 
103. Not to commit sodomy with a male (Lev. 18:22) (CCN116).

110.  
111. Not to have intercourse with a beast (Lev. 18:23) (CCN117). 
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Times and Seasons

107. That the new month shall be solemnly proclaimed as holy, and the months and years shall be calculated by the Supreme Court only (Ex. 12:2) (affirmative) (the authority to declare months is inferred from the 
use of the word "unto you"). 

108. Not to travel on Shabbat outside the limits of one's place of residence (Ex. 16:29) (CCN7). See Shabbat. 
109. To sanctify Shabbat (Ex. 20:8) (CCA19). See Shabbat. 
110. Not to do work on Shabbat (Ex. 20:10) (CCN6). See Shabbat. 
111. To rest on Shabbat (Ex. 23:12; 34:21) (CCA20). See Shabbat. 
112. To celebrate the festivals [Passover, Shavu'ot and Sukkot] (Ex. 23:14) (affirmative). 
113. To rejoice on the festivals (Deut. 16:14) (CCA21). 
114. To appear in the Sanctuary on the festivals (Deut. 16:16) (affirmative). 
115. To remove chametz on the Eve of Passover (Ex. 12:15) (CCA22). See Passover. 
116. To rest on the first day of Passover (Ex. 12:16; Lev. 23:7) (CCA25). See Passover. 
117. Not to do work on the first day of Passover (Ex. 12:16; Lev. 23:6-7) (CCN147). See Passover. 
118. To rest on the seventh day of Passover (Ex. 12:16; Lev. 23:8) (CCA27). See Passover. 
119. Not to do work on the seventh day of Passover (Ex. 12:16; Lev. 23:8) (CCN148). See Passover. 
120. To eat matzah on the first night of Passover (Ex. 12:18) (CCA23). See Passover. 
121. That no chametz be in the Israelite's possession during Passover (Ex. 12:19) (CCN3). See Passover. 
122. Not to eat any food containing chametz on Passover (Ex. 12:20) (CCN5). See Passover. 
123. Not to eat chametz on Passover (Ex. 13:3) (CCN4). See Passover. 
124. That chametz shall not be seen in an Israelite's home during Passover (Ex. 13:7) (CCN2). See Passover. 
125. To discuss the departure from Egypt on the first night of Passover (Ex. 13:8) (CCA24). See The Passover Seder. 
126. Not to eat chametz after mid-day on the fourteenth of Nissan (Deut. 16:3) (CCN104). See Passover. 
127. To count forty-nine days from the time of the cutting of the Omer (first sheaves of the barley harvest) (Lev. 23:15) (CCA26). See The Counting of the Omer. 
128. To rest on Shavu'ot (Lev. 23:21) (CCA28). See Shavu'ot. 
129. Not to do work on the Shavu'ot (Lev. 23:21) (CCN149). See Shavu'ot. 
130. To rest on Rosh Hashanah (Lev. 23:24) (CCA29). See Rosh Hashanah. 
131. Not to do work on Rosh Hashanah (Lev. 23:25) (CCN150). See Rosh Hashanah. 
132. To hear the sound of the shofar on Rosh Hashanah (Num. 29:1) (CCA30). See Rosh Hashanah. 
133. To fast on Yom Kippur (Lev. 23:27) (CCA32). See Yom Kippur. 
134. Not to eat or drink on Yom Kippur (Lev. 23:29) (CCN152). See Yom Kippur. 
135. Not to do work on Yom Kippur (Lev. 23:31) (CCN151). See Yom Kippur. 
136. To rest on the Yom Kippur (Lev. 23:32) (CCA31). See Yom Kippur. 
137. To rest on the first day of Sukkot (Lev. 23:35) (CCA34). See Sukkot. 
138. Not to do work on the first day of Sukkot (Lev. 23:35) (CCN153). See Sukkot. 
139. To rest on the eighth day of Sukkot (Shemini Atzeret) (Lev. 23:36) (CCA37). See Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah. 
140. Not to do work on the eighth day of Sukkot (Shemini Atzeret) (Lev. 23:36) (CCN154). See Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah. 
141. To take during Sukkot a palm branch and the other three plants (Lev. 23:40) (CCA36). See Sukkot. 
142. To dwell in booths seven days during Sukkot (Lev. 23:42) (CCA35). See Sukkot. 

Dietary Laws

143. To examine the marks in cattle (so as to distinguish the clean from the unclean) (Lev. 11:2) (affirmative). See Animals that may not be eaten. 
144. Not to eat the flesh of unclean beasts (Lev. 11:4) (CCN93). See Animals that may not be eaten. 
145. To examine the marks in fishes (so as to distinguish the clean from the unclean (Lev. 11:9) (affirmative). See Animals that may not be eaten. 
146. Not to eat unclean fish (Lev. 11:11) (CCN95). See Animals that may not be eaten. 
147. To examine the marks in fowl, so as to distinguish the clean from the unclean (Deut. 14:11) (affirmative). See Animals that may not be eaten. 
148. Not to eat unclean fowl (Lev. 11:13) (CCN94). See Animals that may not be eaten. 

152. To examine the marks in locusts, so as to distinguish the clean from the unclean (Lev. 11:21) (affirmative). See Animals that may not be eaten. 
153. Not to eat a worm found in fruit (Lev. 11:41) (CCN98). See Animals that may not be eaten. 
154. Not to eat of things that creep upon the earth (Lev. 11:41-42) (CCN97). See Animals that may not be eaten. 
155. Not to eat any vermin of the earth (Lev. 11:44) (CCN100). See Animals that may not be eaten. 
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153. Not to eat any vermin of the earth (Lev. 11:44) (CCN100). See Animals that may not be eaten. 
154. Not to eat things that swarm in the water (Lev. 11:43 and 46) (CCN99). See Animals that may not be eaten. 
155. Not to eat of winged insects (Deut. 14:19) (CCN96). See Animals that may not be eaten. 
156. Not to eat the flesh of a beast that is terefah (lit torn) (Ex. 22:30) (CCN87). See Kosher slaughtering. 
157. Not to eat the flesh of a beast that died of itself (Deut. 14:21) (CCN86). See Kosher slaughtering. 
158. To slay cattle, deer and fowl according to the laws of shechitah if their flesh is to be eaten (Deut. 12:21) ("as I have commanded" in this verse refers to the technique) (CCA48). See Kosher slaughtering. 
159. Not to eat a limb removed from a living beast (Deut. 12:23) (CCN90). See Kosher slaughtering. 
160. Not to slaughter an animal and its young on the same day (Lev. 22:28) (CCN108). 
161. Not to take the mother-bird with the young (Deut. 22:6) (CCN189). See Treatment of Animals. 
162. To set the mother-bird free when taking the nest (Deut. 22:6-7) (CCA74). See Treatment of Animals. 
163. Not to eat the flesh of an ox that was condemned to be stoned (Ex. 21:28) (negative). 
164. Not to boil meat with milk (Ex. 23:19) (CCN91). See Separation of Meat and Dairy. 
165. Not to eat flesh with milk (Ex. 34:26) (according to the Talmud, this passage is a distinct prohibition from the one in Ex. 23:19) (CCN92). See Separation of Meat and Dairy. 
166. Not to eat the of the thigh-vein which shrank (Gen. 32:33) (CCN1). See Forbidden Fats and Nerves. 
167. Not to eat chelev (tallow-fat) (Lev. 7:23) (CCN88). See Forbidden Fats and Nerves. 
168. Not to eat blood (Lev. 7:26) (CCN89). See Draining of Blood. 
169. To cover the blood of undomesticated animals (deer, etc.) and of fowl that have been killed (Lev. 17:13) (CCA49). 
170. Not to eat or drink like a glutton or a drunkard (not to rebel against father or mother) (Lev. 19:26; Deut. 21:20) (CCN106). 

Business Practices

171. Not to do wrong in buying or selling (Lev. 25:14) (CCN47). 
172. Not to make a loan to an Israelite on interest (Lev. 25:37) (CCN54). 
173. Not to borrow on interest (Deut. 23:20) (because this would cause the lender to sin) (CCN55). 
174. Not to take part in any usurious transaction between borrower and lender, neither as a surety, nor as a witness, nor as a writer of the bond for them (Ex. 22:24) (CCN53). 
175. To lend to a poor person (Ex. 22:24) (even though the passage says "if you lend" it is understood as obligatory) (CCA62). 
176. Not to demand from a poor man repayment of his debt, when the creditor knows that he cannot pay, nor press him (Ex. 22:24) (CCN52). 
177. Not to take in pledge utensils used in preparing food (Deut. 24:6) (CCN58). 
178. Not to exact a pledge from a debtor by force (Deut. 24:10) (CCN59). 
179. Not to keep the pledge from its owner at the time when he needs it (Deut. 24:12) (CCN61). 
180. To return a pledge to its owner (Deut. 24:13) (CCA63). 
181. Not to take a pledge from a widow (Deut. 24:17) (CCN60). 
182. Not to commit fraud in measuring (Lev. 19:35) (CCN83). 
183. To ensure that scales and weights are correct (Lev. 19:36) (affirmative). 
184. Not to possess inaccurate measures and weights (Deut. 25:13-14) (CCN84). 

Employees, Servants and Slaves

185. Not to delay payment of a hired man's wages (Lev. 19:13) (CCN38). 
186. That the hired laborer shall be permitted to eat of the produce he is reaping (Deut. 23:25-26) (CCA65). 
187. That the hired laborer shall not take more than he can eat (Deut. 23:25) (CCN187). 
188. That a hired laborer shall not eat produce that is not being harvested (Deut. 23:26) (CCN186). 
189. To pay wages to the hired man at the due time (Deut. 24:15) (CCA66). 
190. To deal judicially with the Hebrew bondman in accordance with the laws appertaining to him (Ex. 21:2-6) (affirmative). 
191. Not to compel the Hebrew servant to do the work of a slave (Lev. 25:39) (negative). 
192. Not to sell a Hebrew servant as a slave (Lev. 25:42) (negative). 
193. Not to treat a Hebrew servant rigorously (Lev. 25:43) (negative). 
194. Not to permit a gentile to treat harshly a Hebrew bondman sold to him (Lev. 25:53) (negative). 

196. Not to send away a Hebrew bondman servant empty handed, when he is freed from service (Deut. 15:13) (negative). 
197. To bestow liberal gifts upon the Hebrew bondsman (at the end of his term of service), and the same should be done to a Hebrew bondwoman (Deut. 15:14) (affirmative). 
198. To redeem a Hebrew maid-servant (Ex. 21:8) (affirmative). 
199. Not to sell a Hebrew maid-servant to another person (Ex. 21:8) (negative). 
200. To espouse a Hebrew maid-servant (Ex. 21:8-9) (affirmative). 
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198. Not to sell a Hebrew maid-servant to another person (Ex. 21:8) (negative). 
199. To espouse a Hebrew maid-servant (Ex. 21:8-9) (affirmative). 
200. To keep the Canaanite slave forever (Lev. 25:46) (affirmative). 
201. Not to surrender a slave, who has fled to the land of Israel, to his owner who lives outside Palestine (Deut. 23:16) (negative). 
202. Not to wrong such a slave (Deut. 23:17) (negative). 
203. Not to muzzle a beast, while it is working in produce which it can eat and enjoy (Deut. 25:4) (CCN188). 

Vows, Oaths and Swearing

204. That a man should fulfill whatever he has uttered (Deut. 23:24) (CCA39). 
205. Not to swear needlessly (Ex. 20:7) (CCN29). 
206. Not to violate an oath or swear falsely (Lev. 19:12) (CCN31). 
207. To decide in cases of annulment of vows, according to the rules set forth in the Torah (Num. 30:2-17) (CCA40). 
208. Not to break a vow (Num. 30:3) (CCN184). 
209. To swear by His name truly (Deut. 10:20) (affirmative). 
210. Not to delay in fulfilling vows or bringing vowed or free-will offerings (Deut. 23:22) (CCN185). 

The Sabbatical and Jubilee Years

211. To let the land lie fallow in the Sabbatical year (Ex. 23:11; Lev. 25:2) (affirmative) (CCI20). 
212. To cease from tilling the land in the Sabbatical year (Ex. 23:11) (affirmative) (Lev. 25:2) (CCI21). 
213. Not to till the ground in the Sabbatical year (Lev. 25:4) (negative) (CCI22). 
214. Not to do any work on the trees in the Sabbatical year (Lev. 25:4) (negative) (CCI23). 
215. Not to reap the aftermath that grows in the Sabbatical year, in the same way as it is reaped in other years (Lev. 25:5) (negative) (CCI24). 
216. Not to gather the fruit of the tree in the Sabbatical year in the same way as it is gathered in other years (Lev. 25:5) (negative) (CCI25). 
217. To sound the Ram's horn in the Sabbatical year (Lev. 25:9) (affirmative). 
218. To release debts in the seventh year (Deut. 15:2) (CCA64). 
219. Not to demand return of a loan after the Sabbatical year has passed (Deut. 15:2) (CCN57). 
220. Not to refrain from making a loan to a poor man, because of the release of loans in the Sabbatical year (Deut. 15:9) (CCN56). 
221. To assemble the people to hear the Torah at the close of the seventh year (Deut. 31:12) (affirmative) 
222. To count the years of the Jubilee by years and by cycles of seven years (Lev. 25:8) (affirmative). 
223. To keep the Jubilee year holy by resting and letting the land lie fallow (Lev. 25:10) (affirmative). 
224. Not to cultivate the soil nor do any work on the trees, in the Jubilee Year (Lev. 25:11) (negative). 
225. Not to reap the aftermath of the field that grew of itself in the Jubilee Year, in the same way as in other years (Lev. 25:11) (negative). 
226. Not to gather the fruit of the tree in the Jubilee Year, in the same way as in other years (Lev. 25:11) (negative). 
227. To grant redemption to the land in the Jubilee year (Lev. 25:24) (affirmative). 

The Court and Judicial Procedure

228. To appoint judges and officers in every community of Israel (Deut. 16:18) (affirmative). 
229. Not to appoint as a judge, a person who is not well versed in the laws of the Torah, even if he is expert in other branches of knowledge (Deut. 1:17) (CCN64). 
230. To adjudicate cases of purchase and sale (Lev. 25:14) (CCA67). 
231. To judge cases of liability of a paid depositary (Ex. 22:9) (affirmative). 
232. To adjudicate cases of loss for which a gratuitous borrower is liable (Ex. 22:13-14) (affirmative). 
233. To adjudicate cases of inheritances (Num. 27:8-11) (CCA73). 
234. To judge cases of damage caused by an uncovered pit (Ex. 21:33-34) (affirmative). 
235. To judge cases of injuries caused by beasts (Ex. 21:35-36) (affirmative). 

238. To adjudicate cases of damage caused by trespass of cattle (Ex. 22:4) (affirmative). 
239. To adjudicate cases of damage caused by fire (Ex. 22:5) (affirmative). 
240. To adjudicate cases of damage caused by a gratuitous depositary (Ex. 22:6-7) (affirmative). 
241. To adjudicate other cases between a plaintiff and a defendant (Ex. 22:8) (affirmative). 
242. Not to curse a judge (Ex. 22:27) (CCN63). 
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239. To adjudicate other cases between a plaintiff and a defendant (Ex. 22:8) (affirmative). 
240. Not to curse a judge (Ex. 22:27) (CCN63). 
241. That one who possesses evidence shall testify in Court (Lev. 5:1) (affirmative). 
242. Not to testify falsely (Ex. 20:13) (CCN39). 
243. That a witness, who has testified in a capital case, shall not lay down the law in that particular case (Num. 35:30) (negative). 
244. That a transgressor shall not testify (Ex. 23:1) (CCN75). 
245. That the court shall not accept the testimony of a close relative of the defendant in matters of capital punishment (Deut. 24:16) (CCN74). 
246. Not to hear one of the parties to a suit in the absence of the other party (Ex. 23:1) (CCN65). 
247. To examine witnesses thoroughly (Deut. 13:15) (affirmative). 
248. Not to decide a case on the evidence of a single witness (Deut. 19:15) (CCN73). 
249. To give the decision according to the majority, when there is a difference of opinion among the members of the Sanhedrin as to matters of law (Ex. 23:2) (affirmative). 
250. Not to decide, in capital cases, according to the view of the majority, when those who are for condemnation exceed by one only, those who are for acquittal (Ex. 23:2) (negative). 
251. That, in capital cases, one who had argued for acquittal, shall not later on argue for condemnation (Ex. 23:2) (negative). 
252. To treat parties in a litigation with equal impartiality (Lev. 19:15) (affirmative). 
253. Not to render iniquitous decisions (Lev. 19:15) (CCN69). 
254. Not to favor a great man when trying a case (Lev. 19:15) (CCN70). 
255. Not to take a bribe (Ex. 23:8) (CCN71). 
256. Not to be afraid of a bad man, when trying a case (Deut. 1:17) (CCN72). 
257. Not to be moved in trying a case, by the poverty of one of the parties (Ex. 23:3; Lev. 19:15) (CCN66). 
258. Not to pervert the judgment of strangers or orphans (Deut. 24:17) (CCN68). 
259. Not to pervert the judgment of a sinner (a person poor in fulfillment of commandments) (Ex. 23:6) (CCN67). 
260. Not to render a decision on one's personal opinion, but only on the evidence of two witnesses, who saw what actually occurred (Ex. 23:7) (negative). 
261. Not to execute one guilty of a capital offense, before he has stood his trial (Num. 35:12) (negative). 
262. To accept the rulings of every Supreme Court in Israel (Deut. 17:11) (affirmative). 
263. Not to rebel against the orders of the Court (Deut. 17:11) (CCN158). 

Injuries and Damages

264. To make a parapet for your roof (Deut. 22:8) (CCA75). See Love and Brotherhood. 
265. Not to leave something that might cause hurt (Deut. 22:8) (CCN190). See Love and Brotherhood. 
266. To save the pursued even at the cost of the life of the pursuer (Deut. 25:12) (affirmative). See Life. 
267. Not to spare a pursuer, but he is to be slain before he reaches the pursued and slays the latter, or uncovers his nakedness (Deut. 25:12) (negative). 

Property and Property Rights

268. Not to sell a field in the land of Israel in perpetuity (Lev. 25:23) (negative). 
269. Not to change the character of the open land (about the cities of) the Levites or of their fields; not to sell it in perpetuity, but it may be redeemed at any time (Lev. 25:34) (negative). See Levi. 
270. That houses sold within a walled city may be redeemed within a year (Lev. 25:29) (affirmative). 
271. Not to remove landmarks (property boundaries) (Deut. 19:14) (CCN85). 
272. Not to swear falsely in denial of another's property rights (Lev. 19:11) (CCN30). 
273. Not to deny falsely another's property rights (Lev. 19:11) (CCN36). 
274. Never to settle in the land of Egypt (Deut. 17:16) (CCN192). 
275. Not to steal personal property (Lev. 19:11) (CCN34). 
276. To restore that which one took by robbery (Lev. 5:23) (CCA68). 
277. To return lost property (Deut. 22:1) (CCA69). 
278. Not to pretend not to have seen lost property, to avoid the obligation to return it (Deut. 22:3) (CCN182). 

280.Criminal Laws

281. Not to slay an innocent person (Ex. 20:13) (CCN32). See Life. 
282. Not to kidnap any person of Israel (Ex. 20:13) (according to the Talmud, this verse refers to stealing a person, distinguished from Lev. 19:11, regarding the taking of property) (CCN33). 
283. Not to rob by violence (Lev. 19:13) (CCN35). 
284. Not to defraud (Lev. 19:13) (CCN37). 
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280. Not to kidnap any person of Israel (Ex. 20:13) (according to the Talmud, this verse refers to stealing a person, distinguished from Lev. 19:11, regarding the taking of property) (CCN33). 
281. Not to rob by violence (Lev. 19:13) (CCN35). 
282. Not to defraud (Lev. 19:13) (CCN37). 
283. Not to covet what belongs to another (Ex. 20:14) (CCN40). 
284. Not to crave something that belongs to another (Deut. 5:18) (CCN41). 
285. Not to indulge in evil thoughts and sights (Num. 15:39) (CCN156). 

Punishment and Restitution

286. That the Court shall pass sentence of death by decapitation with the sword (Ex. 21:20; Lev. 26:25) (affirmative). 
287. That the Court shall pass sentence of death by strangulation (Lev. 20:10) (affirmative). 
288. That the Court shall pass sentence of death by burning with fire (Lev. 20:14) (affirmative). 
289. That the Court shall pass sentence of death by stoning (Deut. 22:24) (affirmative). 
290. To hang the dead body of one who has incurred that penalty (Deut. 21:22) (affirmative). 
291. That the dead body of an executed criminal shall not remain hanging on the tree over night (Deut. 21:23) (negative). 
292. To inter the executed on the day of execution (Deut. 21:23) (affirmative) 
293. Not to accept ransom from a murderer (Num. 35:31) (negative). 
294. To exile one who committed accidental homicide (Num. 35:25) (affirmative). 
295. To establish six cities of refuge (for those who committed accidental homicide) (Deut. 19:3) (affirmative). 
296. Not to accept ransom from an accidental homicide, so as to relieve him from exile (Num. 35:32) (negative). 
297. To decapitate the heifer in the manner prescribed (in expiation of a murder on the road, the perpetrator of which remained undiscovered) (Deut. 21:4) (affirmative). 
298. Not to plow nor sow the rough valley (in which a heifer's neck was broken) (Deut. 21:4) (negative). 
299. To adjudge a thief to pay compensation or (in certain cases) suffer death (Ex. 21:16; Ex. 21:37; Ex. 22:1) (affirmative). 
300. That he who inflicts a bodily injury shall pay monetary compensation (Ex. 21:18-19) (affirmative). 
301. To impose a penalty of fifty shekels upon the seducer (of an unbetrothed virgin) and enforce the other rules in connection with the case (Ex. 22:15-16) (affirmative). 
302. That the violator (of an unbetrothed virgin) shall marry her (Deut. 22:28-29) (affirmative). 
303. That one who has raped a damsel and has then (in accordance with the law) married her, may not divorce her (Deut. 22:29) (negative). 
304. Not to inflict punishment on Shabbat (Ex. 35:3) (because some punishments were inflicted by fire) (negative). See Shabbat. 
305. To punish the wicked by the infliction of stripes (Deut. 25:2) (affirmative). 
306. Not to exceed the statutory number of stripes laid on one who has incurred that punishment (Deut. 25:3) (and by implication, not to strike anyone) (CCN43). 
307. Not to spare the offender, in imposing the prescribed penalties on one who has caused damage (Deut. 19:13) (negative). 
308. To do unto false witnesses as they had purposed to do (to the accused) (Deut. 19:19) (affirmative). 
309. Not to punish any one who has committed an offense under duress (Deut. 22:26) (negative). 

Prophecy

310. To heed the call of every prophet in each generation, provided that he neither adds to, nor takes away from the Torah (Deut. 18:15) (affirmative). 
311. Not to prophesy falsely (Deut. 18:20) (CCN175). 
312. Not to refrain from putting a false prophet to death nor to be in fear of him (Deut. 18:22) (negative). 

Idolatry, Idolaters and Idolatrous Practices

313. Not to make a graven image; neither to make it oneself nor to have it made by others (Ex. 20:4) (CCN9). 
314. Not to make any figures for ornament, even if they are not worshipped (Ex. 20:20) (CCN144). 
315. Not to make idols even for others (Ex. 34:17; Lev. 19:4) (CCN10). 
316. Not to use the ornament of any object of idolatrous worship (Deut. 7:25) (CCN17). 
317. Not to make use of an idol or its accessory objects, offerings, or libations (Deut. 7:26) (CCN18). See Grape Products. 

320. Not to drink wine of idolaters (Deut. 32:38) (CCN15). See Grape Products. 
321. Not to worship an idol in the way in which it is usually worshipped (Ex. 20:5) (CCN12). 
322. Not to bow down to an idol, even if that is not its mode of worship (Ex. 20:5) (CCN11). 
323. Not to prophesy in the name of an idol (Ex. 23:13; Deut. 18:20) (CCN27). 
324. Not to hearken to one who prophesies in the name of an idol (Deut. 13:4) (CCN22). 
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321. Not to prophesy in the name of an idol (Ex. 23:13; Deut. 18:20) (CCN27). 
322. Not to hearken to one who prophesies in the name of an idol (Deut. 13:4) (CCN22). 
323. Not to lead the children of Israel astray to idolatry (Ex. 23:13) (CCN14). 
324. Not to entice an Israelite to idolatry (Deut. 13:12) (CCN23). 
325. To destroy idolatry and its appurtenances (Deut. 12:2-3) (affirmative). 
326. Not to love the enticer to idolatry (Deut. 13:9) (CCN24). 
327. Not to give up hating the enticer to idolatry (Deut. 13:9) (CCN25). 
328. Not to save the enticer from capital punishment, but to stand by at his execution (Deut. 13:9) (negative). 
329. A person whom he attempted to entice to idolatry shall not urge pleas for the acquittal of the enticer (Deut. 13:9) (CCN26). 
330. A person whom he attempted to entice shall not refrain from giving evidence of the enticer's guilt, if he has such evidence (Deut. 13:9) (negative). 
331. Not to swear by an idol to its worshipers, nor cause them to swear by it (Ex. 23:13) (CCN13). 
332. Not to turn one's attention to idolatry (Lev. 19:4) (CCN16). 
333. Not to adopt the institutions of idolaters nor their customs (Lev. 18:3; Lev. 20:23) (CCN21). 
334. Not to pass a child through the fire to Molech (Lev. 18:21) (negative). 
335. Not to suffer any one practicing witchcraft to live (Ex. 22:17) (negative). 
336. Not to practice onein (observing times or seasons as favorable or unfavorable, using astrology) (Lev. 19:26) (CCN166). 
337. Not to practice nachesh (doing things based on signs and portents; using charms and incantations) (Lev. 19:26) (CCN165). 
338. Not to consult ovoth (ghosts) (Lev. 19:31) (CCN170). 
339. Not to consult yid'onim (wizards) (Lev. 19:31) (CCN171). 
340. Not to practice kisuf (magic using herbs, stones and objects that people use) (Deut. 18:10) (CCN168). 
341. Not to practice kessem (a general term for magical practices) (Deut. 18:10) (CCN167). 
342. Not to practice the art of a chover chaver (casting spells over snakes and scorpions) (Deut. 18:11) (CCN169). 
343. Not to enquire of an ob (a ghost) (Deut. 18:11) (CCN172). 
344. Not to seek the maytim (dead) (Deut. 18:11) (CCN174). 
345. Not to enquire of a yid'oni (wizard) (Deut. 18:11) (CCN173). 
346. Not to remove the entire beard, like the idolaters (Lev. 19:27) (CCN177). 
347. Not to round the corners of the head, as the idolatrous priests do (Lev. 19:27) (CCN176). 
348. Not to cut oneself or make incisions in one's flesh in grief, like the idolaters (Lev. 19:28; Deut. 14:1) (CCN28).
349. Not to tattoo the body like the idolaters (Lev. 19:28) (CCN163). 
350. Not to make a bald spot for the dead (Deut. 14:1) (CCN164). 
351. Not to plant a tree for worship (Deut. 16:21) (negative). 
352. Not to set up a pillar (for worship) (Deut. 16:22) (CCN162). 
353. Not to show favor to idolaters (Deut. 7:2) (CCN20). 
354. Not to make a covenant with the seven (Canaanite, idolatrous) nations (Ex. 23:32; Deut. 7:2) (negative). 
355. Not to settle idolaters in our land (Ex. 23:33) (negative) (CCI26). 
356. To slay the inhabitants of a city that has become idolatrous and burn that city (Deut. 13:16-17) (affirmative). 
357. Not to rebuild a city that has been led astray to idolatry (Deut. 13:17) (negative). 
358. Not to make use of the property of city that has been so led astray (Deut. 13:18) (negative). 

Agriculture and Animal Husbandry

359. Not to cross-breed cattle of different species (Lev. 19:19) (according to the Talmud, this also applies to birds) (CCN142).
360. Not to sow different kinds of seed together in one field (Lev. 19:19) (CCN107). 
361. Not to eat the fruit of a tree for three years from the time it was planted (Lev. 19:23) (CCN105). See Tu B'Shevat. 
362. That the fruit of fruit-bearing trees in the fourth year of their planting shall be sacred like the second tithe and eaten in Jerusalem (Lev. 19:24) (affirmative) (CCI16). See Tu B'Shevat. 
363. Not to sow grain or herbs in a vineyard (Deut. 22:9) (negative). 
364. Not to eat the produce of diverse seeds sown in a vineyard (Deut. 22:9) (negative). 
365. Not to work with beasts of different species, yoked together (Deut. 22:10) (CCN180). 

367.Clothing

368. That a man shall not wear women's clothing (Deut. 22:5) (CCN179). 
369. That a woman should not wear men's clothing (Deut. 22:5) (CCN178). 
370. Not to wear garments made of wool and linen mixed together (Deut. 22:11) (CCN181). 
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367. That a woman should not wear men's clothing (Deut. 22:5) (CCN178). 
368. Not to wear garments made of wool and linen mixed together (Deut. 22:11) (CCN181). 

The Firstborn

369. To redeem the firstborn human male (Ex. 13:13; Ex. 34:20; Num. 18:15) (CCA54). See Pidyon Ha-Ben: Redemption of the Firstborn. 
370. To redeem the firstling of an ass (Ex. 13:13; Ex. 34:20) (CCA55). 
371. To break the neck of the firstling of an ass if it is not redeemed (Ex. 13:13; Ex. 34:20) (CCA56). 
372. Not to redeem the firstling of a clean beast (Num. 18:17) (CCN109). 

Kohanim and Levites

373. That the kohanim shall put on priestly vestments for the service (Ex. 28:2) (affirmative). See Kohein. 
374. Not to tear the High Kohein's robe (Ex. 28:32) (negative). See Kohein. 
375. That the kohein shall not enter the Sanctuary at all times (i.e., at times when he is not performing service) (Lev. 16:2) (negative). See Kohein. 
376. That the ordinary kohein shall not defile himself by contact with any dead, other than immediate relatives (Lev. 21:1-3) (CCN141). See Kohein, Care for the Dead. 
377. That the kohanim defile themselves for their deceased relatives (by attending their burial), and mourn for them like other Israelites, who are commanded to mourn for their relatives (Lev. 21:3) (CCA59). See 

Kohein, Care for the Dead; Mourning. 
378. That a kohein who had an immersion during the day (to cleanse him from his uncleanness) shall not serve in the Sanctuary until after sunset (Lev. 21:6) (negative). See Kohein. 
379. That a kohein shall not marry a divorced woman (Lev. 21:7) (CCN140). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children; Kohein. 
380. That a kohein shall not marry a harlot (Lev. 21:7) (CCN138). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children; Kohein. 
381. That a kohein shall not marry a profaned woman (Lev. 21:7) (CCN139). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children; Kohein. 
382. To show honor to a kohein, and to give him precedence in all things that are holy (Lev. 21:8) (CCA50). See Kohein. 
383. That a High Kohein shall not defile himself with any dead, even if they are relatives (Lev. 21:11) (negative). See Kohein, Care for the Dead. 
384. That a High Kohein shall not go (under the same roof) with a dead body (Lev. 21:11) It has been learnt by tradition that a kohein, who does so, violates the prohibition, "Neither shall he go in ", and also the 

prohibition "He shall not defile himself" (negative). See Kohein, Care for the Dead. 
385. That the High Kohein shall marry a virgin (Lev. 21:13) (affirmative). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children; Kohein. 
386. That the High Kohein shall not marry a widow (Lev. 21:14) (negative). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children; Kohein. 
387. That the High Kohein shall not cohabit with a widow, even without marriage, because he profanes her (Lev. 21:15) (negative). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children; Kohein. 
388. That a person with a physical blemish shall not serve (in the Sanctuary) (Lev. 21:17) (negative). 
389. That a kohein with a temporary blemish shall not serve there (Lev. 21:21) (negative). See Kohein. 
390. That a person with a physical blemish shall not enter the Sanctuary further than the altar (Lev. 21:23) (negative). 
391. That a kohein who is unclean shall not serve (in the Sanctuary) (Lev. 22:2-3) (negative). See Kohein. 
392. To send the unclean out of the Camp of the Shechinah, that is, out of the Sanctuary (Num. 5:2) (affirmative). 
393. That a kohein who is unclean shall not enter the courtyard (Num. 5:2-3) This refers to the Camp of the Shechinah (negative). See Kohein. 
394. That the kohanim shall bless Israel (Num. 6:23) (CCA58). See Kohein. 
395. To set apart a portion of the dough for the kohein (Num. 15:20) (CCA57). See Kohein. 
396. That the Levites shall not occupy themselves with the service that belongs to the kohanim, nor the kohanim with that belonging to the Levites (Num. 18:3) (negative). See Kohein, Levi. 
397. That one not a descendant of Aaron in the male line shall not serve (in the Sanctuary) (Num. 18:4-7) (negative). 
398. That the Levite shall serve in the Sanctuary (Num. 18:23) (affirmative). See Levi. 
399. To give the Levites cities to dwell in, these to serve also as cities of refuge (Num. 35:2) (affirmative). See Levi. 
400. That none of the tribe of Levi shall take any portion of territory in the land (of Israel) (Deut. 18:1) (negative). See Levi. 
401. That none of the tribe of Levi shall take any share of the spoil (at the conquest of the Promised Land) (Deut. 18:1) (negative). See Levi. 
402. That the kohanim shall serve in the Sanctuary in divisions, but on festivals, they all serve together (Deut. 18:6-8) (affirmative). See Kohein. 

T'rumah, Tithes and Taxes

403. That an uncircumcised person shall not eat of the t'rumah (heave offering), and the same applies to other holy things. This rule is inferred from the law of the Paschal offering, by similarity of phrase (Ex. 
12:44-45 and Lev. 22:10) but it is not explicitly set forth in the Torah. Traditionally, it has been learnt that the rule that the uncircumcised must not eat holy things is an essential principle of the Torah and not an 
enactment of the Scribes (negative). See Brit Milah: Circumcision 

404. Not to alter the order of separating the t'rumah and the tithes; the separation be in the order first-fruits at the beginning, then the t'rumah, then the first tithe, and last the second tithe (Ex. 22:28) (negative) 
(CCI19). 

407. To give half a shekel every year (to the Sanctuary for provision of the public sacrifices) (Ex. 30:13) (affirmative). 
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406. That a kohein who is unclean shall not eat of the t'rumah (Lev. 22:3-4) (negative). See Kohein. 
407. That a person who is not a kohein or the wife or unmarried daughter of a kohein shall not eat of the t'rumah (Lev. 22:10) (negative). See Kohein. 
408. That a sojourner with a kohein or his hired servant shall not eat of the t'rumah (Lev. 22:10) (negative). See Kohein. 
409. Not to eat tevel (something from which the t'rumah and tithe have not yet been separated) (Lev. 22:15) (negative) (CCI18). 
410. To set apart the tithe of the produce (one tenth of the produce after taking out t'rumah) for the Levites (Lev. 27:30; Num. 18:24) (affirmative) (CCI12). See Levi. 
411. To tithe cattle (Lev. 27:32) (affirmative). 
412. Not to sell the tithe of the herd (Lev. 27:32-33) (negative). 
413. That the Levites shall set apart a tenth of the tithes, which they had received from the Israelites, and give it to the kohanim (called the t'rumah of the tithe) (Num. 18:26) (affirmative) (CCI13). See Kohein, Levi. 
414. Not to eat the second tithe of cereals outside Jerusalem (Deut. 12:17) (negative). 
415. Not to consume the second tithe of the vintage outside of Jerusalem (Deut. 12:17) (negative). 
416. Not to consume the second tithe of the oil outside of Jerusalem (Deut. 12:17) (negative). 
417. Not to forsake the Levites (Deut. 12:19); but their gifts (dues) should be given to them, so that they might rejoice therewith on each and every festival (negative). See Levi. 
418. To set apart the second tithe in the first, second, fourth and fifth years of the sabbatical cycle to be eaten by its owner in Jerusalem (Deut. 14:22) (affirmative) (CCI14) (today, it is set aside but not eaten in 

Jerusalem). 
419. To set apart the second tithe in the third and sixth year of the sabbatical cycle for the poor (Deut. 14:28-29) (affirmative) (CCI15) (today, it must be separated out but need not be given to the poor). 
420. To give the kohein the due portions of the carcass of cattle (Deut. 18:3) (according to the Talmud, this is not mandatory in the present outside of Israel, but it is permissible, and some observant people do so) 

(CCA51). See Kohein. 
421. To give the first of the fleece to the kohein (Deut. 18:4) (according to the Talmud, this is not mandatory in the present outside of Israel, but it is permissible, and some observant people do so) (CCA52). See 

Kohein. 
422. To set apart t'rumah g'dolah (the great heave-offering, that is, a small portion of the grain, wine and oil) for the kohein (Deut. 18:4) (affirmative) (CCI11). See Kohein. 
423. Not to expend the proceeds of the second tithe on anything but food and drink (Deut. 26:14). Anything outside of things necessary for sustenance comes within the class in the phrase "Given for the 

dead" (negative). 
424. Not to eat the Second Tithe, even in Jerusalem, in a state of uncleanness, until the tithe had been redeemed (Deut. 26:14) (negative). 
425. Not to eat the Second Tithe, when mourning (Deut. 26:14) (negative). 
426. To make the declaration, when bringing the second tithe to the Sanctuary (Deut. 26:13) (affirmative) (CCI17). 

The Temple, the Sanctuary and Sacred Objects

427. Not to build an altar of hewn stone (Ex. 20:22) (negative). 
428. Not to mount the altar by steps (Ex. 20:23) (negative). 
429. To build the Sanctuary (Ex. 25:8) (affirmative). 
430. Not to remove the staves from the Ark (Ex. 25:15) (negative). 
431. To set the showbread and the frankincense before the L-rd every Shabbat (Ex. 25:30) (affirmative). 
432. To kindle lights in the Sanctuary (Ex. 27:21) (affirmative). 
433. That the breastplate shall not be loosened from the ephod (Ex. 28:28) (negative). 
434. To offer up incense twice daily (Ex. 30:7) (affirmative). 
435. Not to offer strange incense nor any sacrifice upon the golden altar (Ex. 30:9) (negative). 
436. That the kohein shall wash his hands and feet at the time of service (Ex. 30:19) (affirmative). See Kohein. 
437. To prepare the oil of anointment and anoint high kohanim and kings with it (Ex. 30:31) (affirmative). See Kohein. 
438. Not to compound oil for lay use after the formula of the anointing oil (Ex. 30:32-33) (CCN145). 
439. Not to anoint a stranger with the anointing oil (Ex. 30:32) (negative). 
440. Not to compound anything after the formula of the incense (Ex. 30:37) (CCN146). 
441. That he who, in error, makes unlawful use of sacred things, shall make restitution of the value of his trespass and add a fifth (Lev. 5:16) (affirmative). 
442. To remove the ashes from the altar (Lev. 6:3) (affirmative). 
443. To keep fire always burning on the altar of the burnt-offering (Lev. 6:6) (affirmative). 
444. Not to extinguish the fire on the altar (Lev. 6:6) (negative). 
445. That a kohein shall not enter the Sanctuary with disheveled hair (Lev. 10:6) (negative). See Kohein. 
446. That a kohein shall not enter the Sanctuary with torn garments (Lev. 10:6) (negative). See Kohein. 
447. That the kohein shall not leave the Courtyard of the Sanctuary, during service (Lev. 10:7) (negative). See Kohein. 
448. That an intoxicated person shall not enter the Sanctuary nor give decisions in matters of the Law (Lev. 10:9-11) (negative). 
449. To revere the Sanctuary (Lev. 19:30) (today, this applies to synagogues) (CCA18). See Synagogues, Shuls and Temples. 
450. That when the Ark is carried, it should be carried on the shoulder (Num. 7:9) (affirmative). 
451. To observe the second Passover (Num. 9:11) (affirmative). 
452. To eat the flesh of the Paschal lamb on it, with unleavened bread and bitter herbs (Num. 9:11) (affirmative). 
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453. Not to leave any flesh of the Paschal lamb brought on the second Passover until the morning (Num. 9:12) (negative). 
454. Not to break a bone of the Paschal lamb brought on the second Passover (Num. 9:12) (negative). 
455. To sound the trumpets at the offering of sacrifices and in times of trouble (Num. 10:9-10) (affirmative). 
456. To watch over the edifice continually (Num. 18:2) (affirmative). 
457. Not to allow the Sanctuary to remain unwatched (Num. 18:5) (negative). 
458. That an offering shall be brought by one who has in error committed a trespass against sacred things, or robbed, or lain carnally with a bond-maid betrothed to a man, or denied what was deposited with him and 

swore falsely to support his denial. This is called a guilt-offering for a known trespass (affirmative). See Asham: Guilt Offering. 
459. Not to destroy anything of the Sanctuary, of synagogues, or of houses of study, nor erase the holy names (of G-d); nor may sacred scriptures be destroyed (Deut. 12:2-4) (CCN157). See The Name of G-d. 

Sacrifices and Offerings

460. To sanctify the firstling of clean cattle and offer it up (Ex. 13:2; Deut. 15:19) (at the present time, it is not offered up) (CCA53). 
461. To slay the Paschal lamb (Ex. 12:6) (affirmative). 
462. To eat the flesh of the Paschal sacrifice on the night of the fifteenth of Nissan (Ex. 12:8) (affirmative). 
463. Not to eat the flesh of the Paschal lamb raw or sodden (Ex. 12:9) (negative). 
464. Not to leave any portion of the flesh of the Paschal sacrifice until the morning unconsumed (Ex. 12:10) (negative). 
465. Not to give the flesh of the Paschal lamb to an Israelite who had become an apostate (Ex. 12:43) (negative). 
466. Not to give flesh of the Paschal lamb to a stranger who lives among you to eat (Ex. 12:45) (negative). 
467. Not to take any of the flesh of the Paschal lamb from the company's place of assembly (Ex. 12:46) (negative). 
468. Not to break a bone of the Paschal lamb (Ex. 12:46) (negative). 
469. That the uncircumcised shall not eat of the flesh of the Paschal lamb (Ex. 12:48) (negative). See Brit Milah: Circumcision 
470. Not to slaughter the Paschal lamb while there is chametz in the home (Ex. 23:18; Ex. 24:25) (negative). 
471. Not to leave the part of the Paschal lamb that should be burnt on the altar until the morning, when it will no longer be fit to be burnt (Ex. 23:18; Ex. 24:25) (negative). 
472. Not to go up to the Sanctuary for the festival without bringing an offering (Ex. 23:15) (negative). 
473. To bring the first fruits to the Sanctuary (Ex. 23:19) (affirmative). 
474. That the flesh of a sin-offering and guilt-offering shall be eaten (Ex. 29:33) (affirmative). See Qorbanot: Sacrifices and Offerings 
475. That one not of the seed of Aaron, shall not eat the flesh of the holy sacrifices (Ex. 29:33) (negative). 
476. To observe the procedure of the burnt-offering (Lev. 1:3) (affirmative). See Olah: Burnt Offering. 
477. To observe the procedure of the meal-offering (Lev. 2:1) (affirmative). See Food and Drink Offerings. 
478. Not to offer up leaven or honey (Lev. 2:11) (negative). 
479. That every sacrifice be salted (Lev. 2:13) (affirmative). 
480. Not to offer up any offering unsalted (Lev. 2:13) (negative). 
481. That the Court of Judgment shall offer up a sacrifice if they have erred in a judicial pronouncement (Lev. 4:13) (affirmative). 
482. That an individual shall bring a sin-offering if he has sinned in error by committing a transgression, the conscious violation of which is punished with excision (Lev. 4:27-28) (affirmative). See Chatat: Sin 

Offering. 
483. To offer a sacrifice of varying value in accordance with one's means (Lev. 5:7) (affirmative). 
484. Not to sever completely the head of a fowl brought as a sin-offering (Lev. 5:8) (negative). 
485. Not to put olive oil in a sin-offering made of flour (Lev. 5:11) (negative). 
486. Not to put frankincense on a sin-offering made of flour (Lev. 5:11) (negative). 
487. That an individual shall bring an offering if he is in doubt as to whether he has committed a sin for which one has to bring a sin-offering. This is called a guilt-offering for doubtful sins (Lev. 5:17-19) 

(affirmative). See Asham: Guilt Offering. 
488. That the remainder of the meal offerings shall be eaten (Lev. 6:9) (affirmative). 
489. Not to allow the remainder of the meal offerings to become leavened (Lev. 6:10) (negative). 
490. That the High Kohein shall offer a meal offering daily (Lev. 6:13) (affirmative). 
491. Not to eat of the meal offering brought by the kohanim (Lev. 6:16) (negative). 
492. To observe the procedure of the sin-offering (Lev. 6:18) (affirmative). See Chatat: Sin Offering. 
493. Not to eat of the flesh of sin offerings, the blood of which is brought within the Sanctuary and sprinkled towards the Veil (Lev. 6:23) (negative). 
494. To observe the procedure of the guilt-offering (Lev. 7:1) (affirmative).See Asham: Guilt Offering. 
495. To observe the procedure of the peace-offering (Lev. 7:11) (affirmative). See Zebach Sh'lamim: Peace Offering. 
496. To burn meat of the holy sacrifice that has remained over (Lev. 7:17) (affirmative). 
497. Not to eat of sacrifices that are eaten beyond the appointed time for eating them (Lev. 7:18) The penalty is excision (negative). 
498. Not to eat of holy things that have become unclean (Lev. 7:19) (negative). 
499. To burn meat of the holy sacrifice that has become unclean (Lev. 7:19) (affirmative). 
500. That a person who is unclean shall not eat of things that are holy (Lev. 7:20) (negative). 
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501. That a woman after childbirth shall bring an offering when she is clean (Lev. 12:6) (affirmative). See Birth. 
502. That the leper shall bring a sacrifice after he is cleansed (Lev. 14:10) (affirmative). 
503. That a man having an issue shall bring a sacrifice after he is cleansed of his issue (Lev. 15:13-15) (affirmative). 
504. That a woman having an issue shall bring a sacrifice after she is cleansed of her issue (Lev. 15:28-30) (affirmative). 
505. To observe, on Yom Kippur, the service appointed for that day, regarding the sacrifice, confessions, sending away of the scapegoat, etc. (Lev. 16:3-34) (affirmative). 
506. Not to slaughter beasts set apart for sacrifices outside (the Sanctuary) (Lev. 17:3-4) (negative). 
507. Not to eat flesh of a sacrifice that has been left over (beyond the time appointed for its consumption) (Lev. 19:8 ) (negative). 
508. Not to sanctify blemished cattle for sacrifice on the altar (Lev. 22:20) This text prohibits such beasts being set apart for sacrifice on the altar (negative). 
509. That every animal offered up shall be without blemish (Lev. 22:21) (affirmative). 
510. Not to inflict a blemish on cattle set apart for sacrifice (Lev. 22:21) (negative). 
511. Not to slaughter blemished cattle as sacrifices (Lev. 22:22) (negative). 
512. Not to burn the limbs of blemished cattle upon the altar (Lev. 22:22) (negative). 
513. Not to sprinkle the blood of blemished cattle upon the altar (Lev. 22:24) (negative). 
514. Not to offer up a blemished beast that comes from non-Israelites (Lev. 22:25) (negative). 
515. That sacrifices of cattle can only take place when they are at least eight days old (Lev. 22:27) (affirmative). 
516. Not to leave any flesh of the thanksgiving offering until the morning (Lev. 22:30) (negative). 
517. To offer up the meal-offering of the Omer on the morrow after the first day of Passover, together with one lamb (Lev. 23:10) (affirmative). See The Counting of the Omer. 
518. Not to eat bread made of new grain before the Omer of barley has been offered up on the second day of Passover (Lev. 23:14) (CCN101). See The Counting of the Omer. 
519. Not to eat roasted grain of the new produce before that time (Lev. 23:14) (CCN102). See The Counting of the Omer. 
520. Not to eat fresh ears of the new grain before that time (Lev. 23:14) (CCN103). See The Counting of the Omer. 
521. To bring on Shavu'ot loaves of bread together with the sacrifices which are then offered up in connection with the loaves (Lev. 23:17-20) (affirmative). 
522. To offer up an additional sacrifice on Passover (Lev. 23:36) (affirmative). 
523. That one who vows to the L-rd the monetary value of a person shall pay the amount appointed in the Scriptural portion (Lev. 27:2-8) (affirmative). 
524. If a beast is exchanged for one that had been set apart as an offering, both become sacred (Lev. 27:10) (affirmative). 
525. Not to exchange a beast set aside for sacrifice (Lev. 27:10) (negative). 
526. That one who vows to the L-rd the monetary value of an unclean beast shall pay its value (Lev. 27:11-13) (affirmative). 
527. That one who vows the value of his house shall pay according to the appraisal of the kohein (Lev. 27:11-13) (affirmative). See Kohein. 
528. That one who sanctifies to the L-rd a portion of his field shall pay according to the estimation appointed in the Scriptural portion (Lev. 27:16-24) (affirmative). 
529. Not to transfer a beast set apart for sacrifice from one class of sacrifices to another (Lev. 27:26) (negative). 
530. To decide in regard to dedicated property as to which is sacred to the Lord and which belongs to the kohein (Lev. 27:28) (affirmative). See Kohein. 
531. Not to sell a field devoted to the Lord (Lev. 27:28) (negative). 
532. Not to redeem a field devoted to the Lord (Lev. 27:28) (negative). 
533. To make confession before the L-rd of any sin that one has committed, when bringing a sacrifice and at other times (Num. 5:6-7) (CCA33). 
534. Not to put olive oil in the meal-offering of a woman suspected of adultery (Num. 5:15) (negative). 
535. Not to put frankincense on it (Num. 5:15) (negative). 
536. To offer up the regular sacrifices daily (two lambs as burnt offerings) (Num. 28:3) (affirmative). 
537. To offer up an additional sacrifice every Shabbat (two lambs) (Num. 28:9) (affirmative). 
538. To offer up an additional sacrifice every New Moon (Num. 28:11) (affirmative). 
539. To bring an additional offering on Shavu'ot (Num. 28:26-27) (affirmative). 
540. To offer up an additional sacrifice on Rosh Hashanah (Num. 29:1-6) (affirmative). 
541. To offer up an additional sacrifice on Yom Kippur (Num. 29:7-8) (affirmative). 
542. To offer up an additional sacrifice on Sukkot (Num. 29:12-34) (affirmative). 
543. To offer up an additional offering on Shemini Atzeret, which is a festival by itself (Num. 29:35-38) (affirmative). 
544. To bring all offerings, whether obligatory or freewill, on the first festival after these were incurred (Deut. 12:5-6) (affirmative). 
545. Not to offer up sacrifices outside (the Sanctuary) (Deut. 12:13) (negative). 
546. To offer all sacrifices in the Sanctuary (Deut. 12:14) (affirmative). 
547. To redeem cattle set apart for sacrifices that contracted disqualifying blemishes, after which they may be eaten by anyone. (Deut. 12:15) (affirmative). 
548. Not to eat of the unblemished firstling outside Jerusalem (Deut. 12:17) (negative). 
549. Not to eat the flesh of the burnt-offering (Deut. 12:17). This is a Prohibition applying to every trespasser, not to enjoy any of the holy things. If he does so, he commits a trespass (negative). 
550. That the kohanim shall not eat the flesh of the sin-offering or guilt-offering outside the Courtyard (of the Sanctuary) (Deut. 12:17) (negative). 
551. Not to eat of the flesh of the sacrifices that are holy in a minor degree, before the blood has been sprinkled (on the altar), (Deut. 12:17) (negative). 
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552. That the kohein shall not eat the first-fruits before they are set down in the Courtyard (of the Sanctuary) (Deut. 12:17) (negative). 
553. To take trouble to bring sacrifices to the Sanctuary from places outside the land of Israel (Deut. 12:26) (affirmative). 
554. Not to eat the flesh of beasts set apart as sacrifices, that have been rendered unfit to be offered up by deliberately inflicted blemish (Deut. 14:3) (negative). 
555. Not to do work with cattle set apart for sacrifice (Deut. 15:19) (negative). 
556. Not to shear beasts set apart for sacrifice (Deut. 15:19) (negative). 
557. Not to leave any portion of the festival offering brought on the fourteenth of Nissan unto the third day (Deut. 16:4) (negative). 
558. Not to offer up a beast that has a temporary blemish (Deut. 17:1) (negative). 
559. Not to bring sacrifices out of the hire of a harlot or price of a dog (apparently a euphemism for sodomy) (Deut. 23:19) (negative). 
560. To read the portion prescribed on bringing the first fruits (Deut. 26:5-10) (affirmative). 

Ritual Purity and Impurity

561. That eight species of creeping things defile by contact (Lev. 11:29-30) (affirmative). 
562. That foods become defiled by contact with unclean things (Lev. 11:34) (affirmative). 
563. That anyone who touches the carcass of a beast that died of itself shall be unclean (Lev. 11:39) (affirmative). 
564. That a lying-in woman is unclean like a menstruating woman (in terms of uncleanness) (Lev. 12:2-5) (affirmative). 
565. That a leper is unclean and defiles (Lev. 13:2-46) (affirmative). 
566. That the leper shall be universally recognized as such by the prescribed marks. So too, all other unclean persons should declare themselves as such (Lev. 13:45) (affirmative). 
567. That a leprous garment is unclean and defiles (Lev. 13:47-49) (affirmative). 
568. That a leprous house defiles (Lev. 14:34-46) (affirmative). 
569. That a man, having a running issue, defiles (Lev. 15:1-15) (affirmative). 
570. That the seed of copulation defiles (Lev. 15:16) (affirmative). 
571. That purification from all kinds of defilement shall be effected by immersion in the waters of a mikvah (Lev. 15:16) (affirmative). 
572. That a menstruating woman is unclean and defiles others (Lev. 15:19-24) (affirmative). 
573. That a woman, having a running issue, defiles (Lev. 15:25-27) (affirmative). 
574. To carry out the ordinance of the Red Heifer so that its ashes will always be available (Num. 19:9) (affirmative). See Parah Adumah: Red Heifer. 
575. That a corpse defiles (Num. 19:11-16) (affirmative). See Care for the Dead. 
576. That the waters of separation defile one who is clean, and cleanse the unclean from pollution by a dead body (Num. 19:19-22) (affirmative). 

Lepers and Leprosy

577. Not to drove off the hair of the scall (Lev. 13:33) (negative). 
578. That the procedure of cleansing leprosy, whether of a man or of a house, takes place with cedar-wood, hyssop, scarlet thread, two birds, and running water (Lev. 14:1-7) (affirmative). 
579. That the leper shall shave all his hair (Lev. 14:9) (affirmative). 
580. Not to pluck out the marks of leprosy (Deut. 24:8) (negative). 

The King

581. Not to curse a ruler, that is, the King or the head of the College in the land of Israel (Ex. 22:27) (negative). 
582. To appoint a king (Deut. 17:15) (affirmative). 
583. Not to appoint as ruler over Israel, one who comes from non-Israelites (Deut. 17:15) (negative). 
584. That the King shall not acquire an excessive number of horses (Deut. 17:16) (negative). 
585. That the King shall not take an excessive number of wives (Deut. 17:17) (negative). 
586. That he shall not accumulate an excessive quantity of gold and silver (Deut. 17:17) (negative). 
587. That the King shall write a scroll of the Torah for himself, in addition to the one that every person should write, so that he writes two scrolls (Deut. 17:18) (affirmative). See Torah. 

Nazarites

588. That a Nazarite shall not drink wine, or anything mixed with wine which tastes like wine; and even if the wine or the mixture has turned sour, it is prohibited to him (Num. 6:3) (negative). 
589. That he shall not eat fresh grapes (Num. 6:3) (negative). 

http://www.jewfaq.org/qorbanot.htm#Parah
http://www.jewfaq.org/death.htm#Care
http://www.jewfaq.org/torah.htm


590. That he shall not eat dried grapes (raisins) (Num. 6:3) (negative). 
591. That he shall not eat the kernels of the grapes (Num. 6:4) (negative). 
592. That he shall not eat of the skins of the grapes (Num. 6:4) (negative). 
593. That the Nazarite shall permit his hair to grow (Num. 6:5) (affirmative). 
594. That the Nazarite shall not cut his hair (Num. 6:5) (negative). 
595. That he shall not enter any covered structure where there is a dead body (Num. 6:6) (negative). 
596. That a Nazarite shall not defile himself for any dead person (by being in the presence of the corpse) (Num. 6:7) (negative). 
597. That the Nazarite shall shave his hair when he brings his offerings at the completion of the period of his Nazariteship, or within that period if he has become defiled (Num. 6:9) (affirmative). 

Wars

598. That those engaged in warfare shall not fear their enemies nor be panic-stricken by them during battle (Deut. 3:22, 7:21, 20:3) (negative). 
599. To anoint a special kohein (to speak to the soldiers) in a war (Deut. 20:2) (affirmative). See Kohein. 
600. In a permissive war (as distinguished from obligatory ones), to observe the procedure prescribed in the Torah (Deut. 20:10) (affirmative). 
601. Not to keep alive any individual of the seven Canaanite nations (Deut. 20:16) (negative). 
602. To exterminate the seven Canaanite nations from the land of Israel (Deut. 20:17) (affirmative). 
603. Not to destroy fruit trees (wantonly or in warfare) (Deut. 20:19-20) (CCN191). 
604. To deal with a beautiful woman taken captive in war in the manner prescribed in the Torah (Deut. 21:10-14) (affirmative). 
605. Not to sell a beautiful woman, (taken captive in war) (Deut. 21:14) (negative). 
606. Not to degrade a beautiful woman (taken captive in war) to the condition of a bondwoman (Deut. 21:14) (negative). 
607. Not to offer peace to the Ammonites and the Moabites before waging war on them, as should be done to other nations (Deut. 23:7) (negative). 
608. That anyone who is unclean shall not enter the Camp of the Levites (Deut. 23:11) (according to the Talmud, in the present day this means the Temple mount) (CCN193). 
609. To have a place outside the camp for sanitary purposes (Deut. 23:13) (affirmative). 
610. To keep that place sanitary (Deut. 23:14-15) (affirmative). 
611. Always to remember what Amalek did (Deut. 25:17) (CCA76). 
612. That the evil done to us by Amalek shall not be forgotten (Deut. 25:19) (CCN194). 
613. To destroy the seed of Amalek (Deut. 25:19) (CCA77). 
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how many?

613



and what does God say 
about them?

KEEP MOST OF THEM?



2:10 (sin by God’s definition)

FOR WHOSOEVER SHALL KEEP THE WHOLE LAW, 
AND YET OFFEND IN ONE POINT,  

HE IS GUILTY OF ALL.



367. That a woman should not wear men's clothing (Deut. 22:5) (CCN178). 
368. Not to wear garments made of wool and linen mixed together (Deut. 22:11) (CCN181). 

The Firstborn

369. To redeem the firstborn human male (Ex. 13:13; Ex. 34:20; Num. 18:15) (CCA54). See Pidyon Ha-Ben: Redemption of the Firstborn. 
370. To redeem the firstling of an ass (Ex. 13:13; Ex. 34:20) (CCA55). 
371. To break the neck of the firstling of an ass if it is not redeemed (Ex. 13:13; Ex. 34:20) (CCA56). 
372. Not to redeem the firstling of a clean beast (Num. 18:17) (CCN109). 

Kohanim and Levites

373. That the kohanim shall put on priestly vestments for the service (Ex. 28:2) (affirmative). See Kohein. 
374. Not to tear the High Kohein's robe (Ex. 28:32) (negative). See Kohein. 
375. That the kohein shall not enter the Sanctuary at all times (i.e., at times when he is not performing service) (Lev. 16:2) (negative). See Kohein. 
376. That the ordinary kohein shall not defile himself by contact with any dead, other than immediate relatives (Lev. 21:1-3) (CCN141). See Kohein, Care for the Dead. 
377. That the kohanim defile themselves for their deceased relatives (by attending their burial), and mourn for them like other Israelites, who are commanded to mourn for their relatives (Lev. 21:3) (CCA59). See 

Kohein, Care for the Dead; Mourning. 
378. That a kohein who had an immersion during the day (to cleanse him from his uncleanness) shall not serve in the Sanctuary until after sunset (Lev. 21:6) (negative). See Kohein. 
379. That a kohein shall not marry a divorced woman (Lev. 21:7) (CCN140). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children; Kohein. 
380. That a kohein shall not marry a harlot (Lev. 21:7) (CCN138). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children; Kohein. 
381. That a kohein shall not marry a profaned woman (Lev. 21:7) (CCN139). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children; Kohein. 
382. To show honor to a kohein, and to give him precedence in all things that are holy (Lev. 21:8) (CCA50). See Kohein. 
383. That a High Kohein shall not defile himself with any dead, even if they are relatives (Lev. 21:11) (negative). See Kohein, Care for the Dead. 
384. That a High Kohein shall not go (under the same roof) with a dead body (Lev. 21:11) It has been learnt by tradition that a kohein, who does so, violates the prohibition, "Neither shall he go in ", and also the 

prohibition "He shall not defile himself" (negative). See Kohein, Care for the Dead. 
385. That the High Kohein shall marry a virgin (Lev. 21:13) (affirmative). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children; Kohein. 
386. That the High Kohein shall not marry a widow (Lev. 21:14) (negative). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children; Kohein. 
387. That the High Kohein shall not cohabit with a widow, even without marriage, because he profanes her (Lev. 21:15) (negative). See Prohibited Marriages and Illegitimate Children; Kohein. 
388. That a person with a physical blemish shall not serve (in the Sanctuary) (Lev. 21:17) (negative). 
389. That a kohein with a temporary blemish shall not serve there (Lev. 21:21) (negative). See Kohein. 
390. That a person with a physical blemish shall not enter the Sanctuary further than the altar (Lev. 21:23) (negative). 
391. That a kohein who is unclean shall not serve (in the Sanctuary) (Lev. 22:2-3) (negative). See Kohein. 
392. To send the unclean out of the Camp of the Shechinah, that is, out of the Sanctuary (Num. 5:2) (affirmative). 
393. That a kohein who is unclean shall not enter the courtyard (Num. 5:2-3) This refers to the Camp of the Shechinah (negative). See Kohein. 
394. That the kohanim shall bless Israel (Num. 6:23) (CCA58). See Kohein. 
395. To set apart a portion of the dough for the kohein (Num. 15:20) (CCA57). See Kohein. 
396. That the Levites shall not occupy themselves with the service that belongs to the kohanim, nor the kohanim with that belonging to the Levites (Num. 18:3) (negative). See Kohein, Levi. 
397. That one not a descendant of Aaron in the male line shall not serve (in the Sanctuary) (Num. 18:4-7) (negative). 
398. That the Levite shall serve in the Sanctuary (Num. 18:23) (affirmative). See Levi. 
399. To give the Levites cities to dwell in, these to serve also as cities of refuge (Num. 35:2) (affirmative). See Levi. 
400. That none of the tribe of Levi shall take any portion of territory in the land (of Israel) (Deut. 18:1) (negative). See Levi. 
401. That none of the tribe of Levi shall take any share of the spoil (at the conquest of the Promised Land) (Deut. 18:1) (negative). See Levi. 
402. That the kohanim shall serve in the Sanctuary in divisions, but on festivals, they all serve together (Deut. 18:6-8) (affirmative). See Kohein. 

T'rumah, Tithes and Taxes

403. That an uncircumcised person shall not eat of the t'rumah (heave offering), and the same applies to other holy things. This rule is inferred from the law of the Paschal offering, by similarity of phrase (Ex. 
12:44-45 and Lev. 22:10) but it is not explicitly set forth in the Torah. Traditionally, it has been learnt that the rule that the uncircumcised must not eat holy things is an essential principle of the Torah and not an 
enactment of the Scribes (negative). See Brit Milah: Circumcision 

404. Not to alter the order of separating the t'rumah and the tithes; the separation be in the order first-fruits at the beginning, then the t'rumah, then the first tithe, and last the second tithe (Ex. 22:28) (negative) 
(CCI19). 

407. To give half a shekel every year (to the Sanctuary for provision of the public sacrifices) (Ex. 30:13) (affirmative). 
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what are we learning?

GOD IS EXCESSIVELY STRICT ABOUT SHOWING FAVORITISM?

GOD IS EXCESSIVELY STRICT ABOUT EVERYTHING?

WE DON’T SEE SIN LIKE GOD DOES.

WE DON’T SEE RIGHTEOUSNESS LIKE GOD DOES.



2:11

FOR HE THAT SAID, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, 
SAID ALSO, DO NOT KILL.  NOW IF THOU COMMIT 

NO ADULTERY, YET IF THOU KILL, THOU ART BECOME 
A TRANSGRESSOR OF THE LAW.

THOU ART BECOME
A TRANSGRESSOR OF THE LAW



any sin

MAKES YOU A TRANSGRESSOR.

BIG OR

SMALL



2:12
SO SPEAK YE, AND SO DO, AS THEY 

THAT SHALL BE JUDGED BY THE 
LAW OF LIBERTY.

BECAUSE THIS IS HOW GOD VIEWS SIN: 
TALK IN A WAY, 

AND LIVE IN A WAY, 
THAT WILL MEASURE UP TO GOD’S STANDARD.

WE WILL ALL BE JUDGED BY GOD.



2:13
FOR HE SHALL HAVE JUDGMENT WITHOUT MERCY, 

THAT HATH SHEWED NO MERCY; 
AND MERCY REJOICETH AGAINST JUDGMENT.

IF I DO NOT SHOW MERCY TO OTHERS, 
GOD WILL NOT SHOW MERCY TO ME.

MATTHEW 6:15 
BUT IF YOU FORGIVE NOT MEN THEIR TRESPASSES, 

NEITHER WILL YOUR FATHER FORGIVE YOUR TRESPASSES.

MERCY REJOICETH AGAINST JUDGMENT



mercy and justice

NOT MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE. 

NOT EVEN IN TENSION. 

BOTH ARE PRESENT, 
AND BOTH WORK TOGETHER.



Exodus 34:6-7
AND THE LORD PASSED BY BEFORE HIM, AND PROCLAIMED, 

THE LORD, THE LORD GOD, MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS, 
LONGSUFFERING, AND ABUNDANT IN GOODNESS AND TRUTH, 

KEEPING MERCY FOR THOUSANDS, FORGIVING INIQUITY 
AND TRANSGRESSION AND SIN, AND THAT WILL BY NO MEANS 

CLEAR THE GUILTY; VISITING THE INIQUITY OF THE FATHERS 
UPON THE CHILDREN, AND UPON THE CHILDREN’S CHILDREN, 

UNTO THE THIRD AND TO THE FOURTH GENERATION.



Psalm 119:156

GREAT ARE THY TENDER MERCIES, O LORD: 
QUICKEN ME ACCORDING TO THY JUDGMENTS.



understanding:

“THE RECONCILIATION OF JUSTICE WITH MERCY 
 LIES IN THE CROSS. GOD DOES NOT BALANCE  

MERCY AND JUSTICE; HE ACCOMPLISHES  
BOTH TO THE FULL.”



application:

YOU MUST LIVE YOUR LIFE IN A WAY THAT  
MEASURES UP TO GOD’S STANDARD. 

NO SIN IS INSIGNIFICANT TO GOD. 

NO SIN CAN BE INSIGNIFICANT TO ME.



application:
GOD IS A GOD OF JUSTICE.   

HE WILL JUDGE UNCONFESSED SIN. 
HE WILL JUDGE ME. 

GOD IS A GOD OF MERCY.   
HE WILL FORGIVE CONFESSED SIN. 

I MUST REPENT.

WILL YOU?





What a privilege to talk about Who God is
What a privilege to talk about What God is like

What a privilege to know God.







James 2:14-26
the futility of inactive faith



manipulation

lies

exaggeration

empty 
promises

hypocrisy





2:14

What doth it profit, my brethren,
though a man say he hath faith,

and have not works?  
can faith save him?

what good is it?

that

claims to be a christian
doesn't live differently



2:15-16
If a brother or sister be naked,

and destitute of daily food,

and one of you say unto them,
depart in peace, be ye warmed

and filled; notwithstanding
ye give them not those things
which are needful to the body;

what doth it profit?what good is that?

poorly clothed



illustration:
hope you have a good day! 

hope you get yourself a good meal 
and some warm clothes!

someone should 
really help him.

without action, 
words 

are 
worthless.



2:17

inactive faith is worse than worthless.

Even so faith, if it hath not works, 
is dead, being alone.

it is dead.



strong word.

dead.

not lazy.
not weak.

not backsliding.
not apathetic.

not carnal.
dead.



illustration:
i think there might be a 

problem with your horse... you are so judgmental!
you don’t even know me 

or my situation.

i know, but, horses that are 
alive don’t look like that...

relax...it’s not about 
the externals.

it’s my horse. 
i think it’s fine.

does his opinion affect reality?



2:17

inactive faith is worse than worthless.

Even so faith, if it hath not works, 
is dead, being alone.

it is dead.



illustration:
uh, how’s your apple tree? fine.  why?

i’m just concerned... 
it doesn’t show much 

fruit...

how dare you judge 
my apple tree!

my tree doesn’t have to 
bear fruit to be alive.

does his opinion affect reality?



2:17

inactive faith is worse than worthless.

Even so faith, if it hath not works, 
is dead, being alone.

it is dead.



why don’t we get real 
with ourselves?

why are we guilty of cheap talk?
why are we okay with hypocrisy in our lives?

we can’t claim saving faith if our lives don’t back it up.



what changes should 
take place?

tenderness to God
obedience to God
submission to God
love for God’s word
desire to please God

fear of displeasing God
hatred for sin

desire to be like Christ
Christlikeness happening 

(fruit of the spirit)

harden our hearts
when it doesn’t cost much

when i feel like it
but i don’t have to read it

if i can please me too
unless i don’t get in trouble

as long as i define sin
to a point

no one’s perfect



you don’t get to decide 
what faith looks like.

God already has.

how does your life measure up?

has your faith changed your life?

if your faith hasn’t changed your life,
it won’t save your soul.







James 2:18-26
the futility of inactive faith



2:18
Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, 

and I have works: 
you say, “one person may possess the gift of faith 

another person may possess the gift of works” 

“two distinct virtues of equal worth”

“
”

try to prove that your faith is genuine without a changed life.

i will prove that my faith is genuine through a changed life.
impossible.

shew me thy faith without thy works, 
and I will shew thee my faith by my works.



2:19

Thou believest that there is one God; 
thou doest well: 

the devils also believe, 
and tremble.

that’s a start. 
but not enough. 

knowledge doesn’t equal salvation. 
affirmation is not the same as salvation.

shema 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5



2:20

But wilt thou know, O vain man, 
that faith without works is dead?

but won’t you acknowledge you arrogant person

do you need me to prove it to you?

here are some examples...

saving faith always results in works



2:21-23
Was not Abraham our father justified by works, 

when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?

Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfect?

And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, 
Abraham believed God, and it was 

imputed unto him for righteousness: 
and he was called the Friend of God.

don’t you see that faith was active with his works
his works completed his faith

abraham’s actions proved his faith!

spiritual father of all believers declared righteous

counted



Hebrews 11:17-19
By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac:

and he that had received the promises 
offered up his only begotten son.

Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:

Accounting that God was able to raise him up,
even from the dead; 

from whence also he received him in a figure.and, in a sense, he did receive Isaac back from the dead



illustration:
I believe that you are 

God. 
I believe that you are 

in control. 
I believe that you 
can give me a son. 
I believe that you 
want me to obey. 

I am willing to obey.

Prove it. 

Faith is proven 
through actions.



2:24

Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, 
and not by faith only.

faith in action is the basis of justification.



2:25

Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot 
justified by works, when she had received the 

messengers, and had sent them out another way?

Hebrews 11:31
By faith the harlot Rahab perished not 

with them that believed not, when she had
received the spies with peace.



Joshua 2:1-11
9.  And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD
hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen
upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint

because of you.

10.  For we have heard how the LORD dried up the
water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of 
Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the 
Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan,

Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.

11.  And as soon as we heard these things, 
our hearts did melt, neither did there remain 
any more courage in any man, because of you: 

for the LORD your God, he is God 
in heaven above, and in earth beneath.



illustration:
I believe that you are 

God. 
I believe that you are 

in control. 
I believe that you 
can protect me.   

I believe that you 
want me to obey. 

I am willing to obey.

Prove it. 

Faith is proven 
through actions.



James 2:26

For as the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without works is dead also.



illustration:

the body without the spirit is lifeless. 
in the same way, faith without works is lifeless.



application:
don’t just tell others you have faith. 

don’t just assure yourself your faith is real. 

the fact that you prayed a prayer doesn’t  
guarantee that you have saving faith. 

the way you live your life 
proves whether or not you have saving faith.



application:

Saving faith is always demonstrated through life actions. 

Abraham was willing to sacrifice the one thing most dear to him. 

Rahab was willing to sacrifice her own life. 

What does your life say about your faith?



application:

don’t say you love the Bible if you don’t read it. 
don’t say you love God if you don’t talk to Him. 

don’t say you want to please God if you won’t change for Him. 
don’t say He is your Lord if you don’t serve Him. 

don’t say He is your Master if you don’t obey Him. 
don’t say He has saved you from sin if you keep living in it.

a saved life is a changed life.







3:1-5
the tongue



3:1
My brethren, be not many masters,

knowing that we shall receive
the greater condemnation.

my brothers, not many of you should become teachers, 
for you know that we (who teach) will be judged with 

a greater degree of strictness.



wait, what?

?
how many really want to become teachers?



is this really that 
common?

going pro is cool but... 
you know what would really  

be awesome?

being a gamer would be my 
dream job.  but you know what 

would be even better?
some day  

i want to be a teacher.



how many people really 
want to teach?



better understanding:
James is referring to being one who is in authority.
it is our tendency to want to be the one in charge.

James gives a warning:
with the privilege of authority comes 
the consequence of stricter judgment.

why?
because there is a greater degree of influence.



3:2

For in many things we offend all.
If any man offend not in word,

the same is a perfect man,
and able also to bridle the whole body.

we should fear judgment because we all stumble in many ways.
doesn’t stumble in what he says,

greater accountability

perfect



“perfect man”



complete. 
not lacking in any way.

relationally

mentally

physically

emotionally

spiritually

financially



mentally



physically



emotionally



spiritually



relationally



financially



3:2

For in many things we offend all.
If any man offend not in word,

the same is a perfect man,
and able also to bridle the whole body.

we should fear judgment because we all stumble in many ways.
doesn’t stumble in what he says,

greater accountability

perfect
able also to bridle the whole body



the person who can 
control his tongue

can control his life.

how?

does the tongue affect all of these?

the tongue is the hardest thing to control.
if you can control that, you can control anything.



one of our biggest 
enemies...



what does controlled 
speech look like?



controlled speech:
1.  Don’t talk too much.

Proverbs 10:19
In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin.



controlled speech:
2.  Don’t talk about others.

Psalm 101:5
Whoever slanders his neighbor secretly I will destroy.



controlled speech:
3.  Don’t use inappropriate words.

Exodus 20:7
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him 

guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

Ephesians 4:29
Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth.



controlled speech:
4.  Don’t talk about inappropriate things.

Ephesians 5:4
Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, 

nor crude jesting



3:2

For in many things we offend all.
If any man offend not in word,

the same is a perfect man,
and able also to bridle the whole body.

we should fear judgment because we all stumble in many ways.
doesn’t stumble in what he says,

greater accountability

perfect
able also to bridle the whole body



application:
you will stand accountable before God.

that is a fearful thing.
does your life stand up to God’s scrutiny?

your tongue is a problem.
ask God to forgive you for wrong speech.

depend on God for victory and right speech.

realize that victory in every area begins here.





3:1-5
the tongue



3:1
My brethren, be not many masters,

knowing that we shall receive
the greater condemnation.

my brothers, not many of you should become teachers, 
for you know that we (who teach) will be judged with 

a greater degree of strictness.



3:2

For in many things we offend all.
If any man offend not in word,

the same is a perfect man,
and able also to bridle the whole body.

we should fear judgment because we all stumble in many ways.
doesn’t stumble in what he says,

greater accountability

perfect
able also to bridle the whole body



3:3

Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, 
that they may obey us; and we turn about 

their whole body.



stands
_____ 
inches 

tall weighs
_______ lbs

Arabian breed over 5,000 years old
(oldest and first domesticated breed of horse)

bred by Bedouins (desert tribe of the Arabian peninsula)
as early as 3,000 to 2,500 BC

used as war 
horses

large lung 
capacity

incredible 
endurance

57-61

850-1,000

(5 ft)



fast

powerful

intelligent

great 
endurance



how can they be 
controlled?



how can they be 
controlled?



with this.

width:

weight:

6-6.5 inches
less than 1 lb



less than 1 lb controls 1,000 lbs



3:3

Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, 
that they may obey us; and we turn about 

their whole body.
we turn about

their whole body



3:4

Behold also the ships, which though they 
be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, 

yet are they turned about with a very small helm,
whithersoever the governor listeth.

rudder
pilot directs









The ship sank about 2,000 years ago on her 
trade route between Spain and central Italy 

with a full cargo of more than 200 amphorae.

Test on some of the recovered jars 
revealed they contained pickled fish, grain, 
wine and oil. The foodstuffs were traded 

in Spain for other goods.

Shipwreck Recovered





Some of these vessels were very large, up to 180 feet long, like the ones used for carrying grain from the fertile 
Nile valley to Rome

cargo 
capacity:
__ tons

length:
__ feet

width:
__ feet

ship weight:
__ tons

total weight:
___ tons

82

21 86

44

130

Corbita.



Some of these vessels were very large, up to 180 feet long, like the ones used for carrying grain from the fertile 
Nile valley to Rome

how can they be 
controlled?



Some of these vessels were very large, up to 180 feet long, like the ones used for carrying grain from the fertile 
Nile valley to Rome

how can they be 
controlled?



Some of these vessels were very large, up to 180 feet long, like the ones used for carrying grain from the fertile 
Nile valley to Rome

with this: 

length: __ ft
weight: __ metric tons
moving:  ___ metric tons

30
2 (4,400 lbs)
130 (286,000 lbs)



“In general, the rudders had nearly equal amounts 
of blade fore and aft of the shaft.  The advantage 
of this was the center-of-effort of the rudder was 

situated on or near the shaft.  By ‘balancing’ the rudder, 
the amount of effort required to turn it was negligible 

and could easily be handled by a man.”



Lucian (greek author) writes,  
“And all of that (referring to the merchant ship)  

one little old man just now brought through safely,  
turning the huge quarter-rudders with a fragile tiller.”



Aristotle wrote this rhetorical question, 
“Why does the rudder, which is small 

and at the end of the ship, have so great 
a power that is able to move the huge mass 
of the ship, though it is moved by a small 
tiller and by the strength of but one man, 

and then without violent exertion?



3:4

Behold also the ships, which though they 
be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, 

yet are they turned about with a very small helm, 
whithersoever the governor listeth.

rudder
pilot directsturned about with a very small helm



3:5a

Even so the tongue is a little member, 
and boasteth great things.



weight:
___ oz

length:
__ in

in the same way...

2.5

4



3:5a

Even so the tongue is a little member, 
and boasteth great things.

is a little member





3:5a

Even so the tongue is a little member, 
and boasteth great things. boasteth great things

what does it do?



the tongue has the 
power to influence 
everything in life.



application:
your tongue is a danger.

not just to others feelings,
but to your own spiritual well being.

it reveals your inmost thoughts.

it has the power to affect your entire life.

with God’s help, learn to control the thing
that will control everything else.





3:5b-6
the danger of the tongue



sticks and stones may  
break my bones 
but words will  
never hurt me.lie



stupid

ugly

nerd

worthless

annoying

no friends

no one likes you

no fashion sense

no common sense
failure

words do hurt.



fat

ugly

too skinny

worthless

annoying

no friends

no one likes you

no fashion sense

no common sense
failure

words do hurt.



the tongue is powerful



3:5b

Even so the tongue is a little member, 
and boasteth great things. 

Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire!



the tongue is 
destructive



all of this



can be caused by this:



destruction



devastation



in the same way...

your

can be
equally destructive.



3:6

And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: 
so is the tongue among our members, 

that it defileth the whole body, 
and setteth on fire the course of nature; 

and it is set on fire of hell.



the tongue is a fire

equally damaging 
and destructive.

death and life
are in the power
of the tongue.

Prov. 18:21



a world of iniquity
“all kinds of evil that are 

in the world are exhibited 
there in miniature.”

“it seems to concentrate 
all sorts of iniquity that 

exist on the earth.”

scandal, and slander,  
and profaneness, and perjury,  
and falsehood, and blasphemy,  

and obscenity



it defiles the whole body
“the tongue imparts a

moral stain
contaminating the

whole body”

“it is a moral leprosy, 
influencing all of the 

members and defiling
all the actions.”



sets on fire the course 
of nature

it inflames with various lusts,  
wrath, malice, wantonness, pride, etc,  

the whole course of man’s life,  
so that there is no state nor age  

free from the evils of it.  
whereas other vices either do not extend  
to the whole man, or are abated with age,  

or worn away with length of time;  
the vices of the tongue reach  

the whole man, and the  
whole time of his life.  



is set on fire by hell

hell itself is the ultimate 
world of iniquity 

which has made the 
uncontrolled tongue 
an extension of itself.

the uncontrolled tongue
is fueled by hell’s fires.

hell, whose iniquity is never exhausted
whose flames are never extinguished.

an uncontrolled tongue 
permits itself to be used 

by a satanic evil.



application:
not only is the tongue powerful,

but also, the tongue can be
devastatingly destructive.

your speech has the power to destroy.

your speech can embody all of the world’s wickedness.

you speech can affect your entire being.

your speech can be a problem your entire life.

your speech can be fueled by the very fires of hell. 



application:

how should we respond?

1.  recognize the danger that wrong speech represents.

2.  plead with God for forgiveness for the damage
you have done with wrong speech.

3.  ask others for forgiveness for the damage
you have done with your words.

4.  depend on God for victory over your tongue.





3:7-8
the danger of the tongue



3:7

For every kind of beasts, and of birds,  
and of serpents, and of things in the sea,  

is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind:

every kind of animal can be subdued 
and has been subdued by mankind.





Kevin Richardson









Carl Bovard

“Sampson”
700+ lbs



Doug Seus

8ft 6in
“Bart”



Julie Goodnight

Kari & Gary 
Johnson’s 
elephant 

“Tai”
9,200 lbs





Genesis 1:28
And God blessed them, and God said unto them,  
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth,  
and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish  

of the sea, and over the fowl of the air,  
and over every living thing  

that moveth upon the earth.

God has given mankind 
this right and responsibility.



3:8

But the tongue can no man tame;  
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

But the tongue can no man tame



no human being can tame 
the tongue.



revealing another person’s faults

fALSE ACCUSATIONS MALICIOUS TALK ABOUT SOMEONE NOT PRESENT

Either his own, or others; not his own, for the man that has  
the greatest guard upon himself, his words and actions; yet,  

what through pride or passion, or one lust or another in his heart,  
at one time or another, bolts out vain, idle, angry, and sinful words:  
and he that does not may be set down for a perfect man indeed:  

nor can he tame or restrain the tongues of others from detraction,  
calumnies, backbitings, and whisperings; who say, their lips are  

their own, and who is Lord over us?

no man can, by his own power and strength, tame or subdue  
his tongue, or restrain it from evils it is habituated to,  

be it lying, cursing, swearing, or what else:  

God, by his Spirit, power, and grace, can, and often does,  
change the note of the curser, swearer, liar, and blasphemer;  
but no man can do this, though he can tame beasts, birds,  
serpents, and fishes; which shows the tongue to be worse  
than anything to be found in the whole compass of nature:



3:8

But the tongue can no man tame;  
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.it is an unruly evil



restless evil

the tongue is fickle. 
inconsistent. 

it cannot be trusted to stay 
submissively in its proper place.



3:8

But the tongue can no man tame;  
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.full of deadly poison



death-bringing

full of deadly poison, which,  
privately, secretly, and gradually,  
destroys the characters, credit,  
and reputation of men;  
and is of fatal consequence  
in families, neighbourhoods,  
churches, and states. 



application:
hopeless?

we are incapapable of controlling the tongue. 
but while we cannot, God can. 

not hopeless. 
sobering. 

fearful. 
you must correctly fear the danger  

your tongue represents.

no.



application:
We are taught to dread an unruly tongue,  

as one of the greatest evils.  

The affairs of mankind are thrown into confusion  
by the tongues of men. Every age of the world,  

and every condition of life, private or public,  
affords examples of this.  

Hell has more to do in promoting the fire of the tongue  
than men generally think; and whenever men's tongues  
are employed in sinful ways, they are set on fire of hell. 



application:
will you agree with God that your tongue is a problem? 

will you correctly fear the damage that it can do? 

will you admit that you need God’s help in controlling it? 

God wants you to have victory over every area of your life. 
including your tongue. 

victory is only found through a right relationship with him.







3:9-12
inconsistent speech is unacceptable to God



3:9

Therewith bless we God, even the Father; 
and therewith curse we men, which are made 

after the similitude of God.

by it we praise God 

by it we curse men

(authority) (One Who loves us)

who are made in God’s image 
(bear his likeness)



“praise God”
God, you are 
so good...

to magnify God for Who He is
and for what He has done



“curse men”

not talking about profanity



“curse men”

in a moment of frustration, criticizing or name calling

you are such 
and idiot!!!



can’t do both.

God, you are 
so good...

you are such 
and idiot!!!

+

= problem



what’s the problem?
God, you are 
so good...

he’s honoring God isn’t he?
at least he’s doing that!



what’s the problem?you are such and idiot!!!

he’s not saying that about God.
what if he really is an idiot?



problem: you are such 
and idiot!!!

he is an image 
bearer of God.

no matter how frustrating,
no matter how wrong

someone else is, 
they are still reflections of God.



how are we made in 
God’s image?

not physically 
(John 4:24)

love

self-
awareness

justice

grace

mercy

holiness



because man is made in 
the likeness of God...

murder is wrong (Gen. 9:6)
even slander/criticism is wrong



bottom line:
you can’t praise God,

insult others,
and still be right with God.



3:10

Out of the same mouth 
proceedeth blessing and cursing. 

My brethren, these things ought not so to be.

It is not right that blessings and cursings 
are coming from the same mouth.

it’s not okay with God.
it shouldn’t be okay with us.



3:11

Doth a fountain send forth 
at the same place 

sweet water and bitter?

does a well produce both fresh and salt water?



to which we say...

i don’t know. 
does it?



NO!!!
the very idea is absurd.



well



where does the water 
come from?

alluvium:
clay, silt, 
sand, 
gravel



what makes it 
drinkable?



3:11

Doth a fountain send forth 
at the same place 

sweet water and bitter?

does a well produce both fresh and salt water?

no--that is physically impossible.



in the same way

the idea that we can praise God 
and criticize others 

and still be right with God
is equally absurd.

one well cannot produce two kinds of water. 
one mouth should not produce two kinds of speech.



3:12

Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? 
either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield 

salt water and fresh.



figs and olives



apples and oranges



what’s the point?

trees produce fruit that is consistent.
wells produce water that is consistent.

our mouths should produce speech that is consistent.



1.  our speech is inconsistent.

what’s the problem?

God, you are 
so good...

you are such 
and idiot!!!

+
2.  it doesn’t even bother us.



what’s the solution?

1.  realize that God is not okay with  
inconsistent speech. 

2.  ask God for forgiveness. 

3.  depend on God for victory.







James 3:13-18
wisdom

wisdom?



“can’t see the forest for the trees”









big picture...



James

Joseph
Mary

Jesus

James
Joseph

Simon
Judas

Sisters...

Matthew 13:55-56



writing this letter



in this time 
to these people...

Crucifixion
&

Resurrection
30 AD

Pentecost
50 days later

Church Begins
with 3,000!
(Acts 2:41)

Continues to grow
with 5,000 more!

(Acts 4:4)  

Persecution
&

Stephen Stoned
(Acts 7)

Diaspora
(Acts 8:1)



about these things:



Trials
1:2-12

Respond to trials with joy.

1.  Trials make you steadfast (1:3).
2.  Trials make you mature (1:4).

3.  Trials bring reward (1:12).



Temptation
1:13-18

uncontrolled desire

breaking God’s Law

destructionx



Hearing and Doing
1:19-27

Text



Favoritism
2:1-13



Faith and Works
2:14-26

i think there might be a 
problem with your horse... you are so judgmental!

you don’t even know me 
or my situation.

i know, but, horses that are 
alive don’t look like that...

relax...it’s not about 
the externals.

it’s my horse. 
i think it’s fine.



The Tongue
3:1-12





Wisdom
3:13-18



3:13

Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge 
among you? let him shew out of a good conversation 

his works with meekness of wisdom.

who is wise and understanding among you?

who is wise?  the one who proves it by his life.

from his good life
(a characteristic of wisdom)



how do you prove you 
are wise?
got it.

confidence.



how do you prove you 
are wise?

smarts.



how do you prove you 
are wise?

your life demonstrates meekness.



3:13

Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge 
among you? let him shew out of a good conversation 

his works with meekness of wisdom.

who is wise and understanding among you?

who is wise?  the one who proves it by his life.

from his good life
(a characteristic of wisdom)meekness of wisdom



meekness in the Bible:

Psalm 37:10-11 (Matthew 5:5)

10.  For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not 
be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and 

it shall not be.

11.  But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall 
delight themselves in the abundance of peace.

meekness brings blessing.



meekness in the Bible:
Numbers 12:1-5

1.  And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the 
Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for he had married an 

Ethiopian woman. 

2.  And they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? 
hath he not spoken also by us? And the LORD heard it. 

3.  (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth.) 

4.  And the LORD spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and 
unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the tabernacle of the 

congregation. And they three came out. 

5.  And the LORD came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood 
in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and 

they both came forth.

meekness was demonstrated by Moses.



meekness in the Bible:

Matthew 11:28-30

28.  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. 

29.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I 
am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest 

unto your souls. 

30.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

meekness is demonstrated by Christ.



meekness in the Bible:

2 Corinthians 10:1

Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base 
among you, but being absent am bold toward you:

meekness is demonstrated by Christ.



meekness in the Bible:

Matthew 21:5 (Zech 9:9)

5.  Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon a 

donkey, and a colt the foal of a donkey.

meekness is demonstrated by Christ.



meekness in the Bible:
Philippians 2:5-8

5.  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 

6.  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God: 

7.  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 

8.  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 

of the cross.

meekness is demonstrated by Christ.



meekness in the Bible:

Matthew 12:19 (Isaiah 42:2)

He shall not strive, nor cry; 
neither shall any man hear 

his voice in the streets.

meekness is demonstrated by Christ.



meekness in the Bible:
Isaiah 50:5-6

5.  The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was 
not rebellious, neither turned away back.

6.  I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to 
them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face 

from shame and spitting.

meekness is demonstrated by Christ.

http://biblehub.com/isaiah/50-6.htm


meekness in the Bible:

Isaiah 53:7

7.  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet 
he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a 

lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

meekness is demonstrated by Christ.

http://biblehub.com/isaiah/53-7.htm


Matthew 27:12-14

12.  And when he was accused of the chief priests 
and elders, he answered nothing. 

13.  Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not 
how many things they witness against thee? 

14.  And he answered him to never a word; 
insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly.

meekness in the Bible:

meekness is demonstrated by Christ.

http://biblehub.com/matthew/27-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/27-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/27-14.htm


meekness in the Bible:
James 1:19-21

19.  Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man 
be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 

20.  For the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God. 

21.  Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity 
of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the 

engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

meekness is teachable.



what is meekness?

power under control.

opposite of contending 
for personal rights.

opposite of arrogance.

opposite of self-assertiveness.

willing surrender 
of personal rights.

because of the confident assurance 
of God’s sovereignty.

it is humility.



how do i know if i am 
meek?

how do i respond when i am mistreated?
do i feel a need to always defend myself?

how do i handle criticism?
how do i treat others?

do i make peace?

wisdom is demonstrated by the life 
that is characterized by meekness.



application:
i need wisdom.

i want wisdom.

wisdom is inseparably linked to meekness.

i need meekness.

Lord, please help me to live my life  
humbly submitted to you.





3:13

Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge 
among you? let him shew out of a good conversation 

his works with meekness of wisdom.

who is wise and understanding among you?

who is wise?   
the one who proves it by a life 
characterized by meekness.

from his good life
(a characteristic of wisdom)



3:14

But if ye have bitter envying and strife 
in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 

against the truth.

if you are allowing/fostering

bitter envying



bitter jealousy

The Green-eyed Monster



we can all relate.



jealousy can take many 
different forms:i�am�so�thankful�

for�this�ice�cream!

Possessions



Appearance

jealousy can take many 
different forms:

this�working�out�stuff�
is�really�paying�off!



jealousy can take many 
different forms:we�have�such�a�

great�family...

 Relationships



bitter jealousy is:

an unhappy or angry feeling of 
wanting to have what someone else has.



is jealousy really that  
big of a deal?



Exodus 20:17

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, 
thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, 
nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, 

nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing 
that is thy neighbour's.



1 Timothy 6:8-10

8.  And having food and raiment let us 
be therewith content. 

9.  But they that will be rich fall into temptation 
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 

which drown men in destruction and perdition. 

10.  For the love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, 

and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

http://biblehub.com/1_timothy/6-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_timothy/6-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_timothy/6-10.htm


Ephesians 5:5

For this ye know, that no whoremonger, 
nor unclean person, nor covetous man, 
who is an idolater, hath any inheritance 
in the kingdom of Christ and of God.



Ephesians 5:3

But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, 
let it not be once named among you, 

as becometh saints;



1 Timothy 6:6

But godliness with contentment is great gain.



Hebrews 13:5

Let your conversation be without covetousness; 
and be content with such things as ye have: 

for he hath said, 
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.



But if ye have bitter envying and strife 
in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 

against the truth.and stop lying 

3:14

glory notstop your foolish boasting



do you see what James 
is saying here?
if you claim to have wisdom...

got it.
but have jealousy
in your heart...

you are a proud liar.
(not only do you not have wisdom,
but you are full of pride and lying!)



application:
what about you?

do you want wisdom?

you cannot have wisdom 
if you have a heart that is coveting.

stop being proud.

stop lying to yourself.

let go of the jealousy that is keeping you from wisdom.





James 3:13-18
wisdom

wisdom?



“can’t see the forest for the trees”









big picture...



James

Joseph
Mary

Jesus

James
Joseph

Simon
Judas

Sisters...

Matthew 13:55-56



writing this letter



in this time 
to these people...

Crucifixion
&

Resurrection
30 AD

Pentecost
50 days later

Church Begins
with 3,000!
(Acts 2:41)

Continues to grow
with 5,000 more!

(Acts 4:4)  

Persecution
&

Stephen Stoned
(Acts 7)

Diaspora
(Acts 8:1)



about these things:



Trials
1:2-12

Respond to trials with joy.

1.  Trials make you steadfast (1:3).
2.  Trials make you mature (1:4).

3.  Trials bring reward (1:12).



Temptation
1:13-18

uncontrolled desire

breaking God’s Law

destructionx



Hearing and Doing
1:19-27

Text



Favoritism
2:1-13



Faith and Works
2:14-26

i think there might be a 
problem with your horse... you are so judgmental!

you don’t even know me 
or my situation.

i know, but, horses that are 
alive don’t look like that...

relax...it’s not about 
the externals.

it’s my horse. 
i think it’s fine.



The Tongue
3:1-12





Wisdom
3:13-18



3:13

Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge 
among you? let him shew out of a good conversation 

his works with meekness of wisdom.

who is wise and understanding among you?

who is wise?   
the one who proves it by a life 
characterized by meekness.

from his good life
(a characteristic of wisdom)



3:14

But if ye have bitter envying and strife 
in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 

against the truth.

if you are allowing/fostering

bitter envying



bitter jealousy

The Green-eyed Monster



do you see what James 
is saying here?
if you claim to have wisdom...

got it.
but have jealousy
in your heart...

you are a proud liar.
(not only do you not have wisdom,
but you are full of pride and lying!)



but jealousy is not the 
only hindrance to 

wisdom:



3:14

But if ye have bitter envying and strife 
in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 

against the truth.

if you are allowing/fostering

strife
selfish ambition



selfish ambition



how do i know if i have it?
what does selfish ambition look like?
what are the symptoms?



signs of selfish ambition:
1.  your thoughts are always and only about you
2.  you have an inflated opinion of yourself or your abilities
3.  you won’t sacrifice for others, but you expect them to sacrifice for you (parents)
4.  you are never bothered by the impact your attitudes or actions will have on others
5.  you never say “thank you”
6.  you are a master manipulator (always have an angle—“what’s in it for me”)
7.  you are happy when others fail, unhappy when they succeed
8.  you are more quick to criticize others than to compliment or encourage
9.  you never accept responsibility for your mistakes—you always make excuses



do you see what James 
is saying here?
if you claim to have wisdom...

got it.but have selfish
ambition

in your heart...

you are a proud liar.
(not only do you not have wisdom,
but you are full of pride and lying!)



selfishness, just like envy

will keep you from finding wisdom

wisdom



what is the solution?
how do i correct this problem?

much bigger question:
how do i overcome sin?



2 Timothy 3:16-17

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

All of the Bible is breathed about by God.
All of the Bible is useful for teaching, for rebuking, 
for correcting, and for training in righteousness!



Matthew 4:1-11
1.  Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 2.  And when
he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 3.  And when the tempter 
came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 4.  But 
he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

5.  Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,

6.  And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give 
his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone.

7.  Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

8.  Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 9.  And saith unto him, All these things will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 10.  Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: 
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 

11.  Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.



Ephesians 6:17

And take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God:



instead of this:



most christians are this:



what is the solution?
how do i correct this problem?

1.  your thoughts are always and only about you
Philippians 2:3-4—“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, 

           but also to the interests of others.”

2.  you have an inflated opinion of yourself or your abilities
Romans 12:3—“Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought to think”

3.  you won’t sacrifice for others, but you expect them to sacrifice for you (parents)  
Matthew 7:12—“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to 

            them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”

4.  you are never bothered by the impact your attitudes or actions will have on others
1 Corinthians 13:4-5—“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;”

5.  you never say “thank you”
1 Thessalonians 5:18—“In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning you.”



6.  you are a master manipulator (always have an angle—“what’s in it for me”)
1 Corinthians 13:5—“Love is not self-seeking”
Psalm 119:36—“Turn your heart to God’s Word rather than to selfish gain”

7.  you are happy when others fail, unhappy when they succeed
Romans 12:15—“Rejoice with those who rejoice, mourn with those who mourn”

9.  you are more quick to criticize others than to compliment or encourage
Ephesians 4:29—“Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good to the use of edifying”

10.  you never accept responsibility for your mistakes—you always make excuses
James 5:16—“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”

what is the solution?
how do i correct this problem?



do you have this kind of 
relationship to God’s Word?

what are your areas of greatest temptation?

what are your areas of greatest struggle?

what sins can you not seem to have victory over?

have you admitted them to God?

have you admitted them to yourself?

have you ever looked up verses that talk about it?

have you memorized verses that will help you overcome it?



problem:

you and i are guilty of trying to live independently of God.

you and i are guilty of trying to live independently of God’s Word.



reality:

you are not strong enough.



reality:

you are not smart enough.



reality:

you are not independent enough.



application:

are you serious about wanting wisdom?

ask God to help you overcome your problem of envy.

ask God to help you overcome your problem with selfish ambition.

memorize the verses that address your areas of struggle.

claim victory by God’s grace and with God’s help.





Wisdom
3:13-18



keep you from finding

wisdom

jealousy

selfishness



3:15

This wisdom descendeth not from above, 
but is earthly, sensual, devilish.

what wisdom?



got it.

wisdom

jealousy

selfishness

man’s wisdom
a suitable alternative?



3:15

This wisdom descendeth not from above, 
but is earthly, sensual, devilish.

man’s wisdom

any “wisdom” that is characterized by 
bitter jealousy and selfish ambition 

is not from God. 

this “wisdom” is: 
1.  earthly 
2. sensual 
3. devilish

(James 1:17)



earthly

limited to earthly things.
thoughts are only and always about this life.

living as if this life is all there is.
“earth-bound.”

opposed to the wisdom of God.
incapable of the wisdom of God.



sensual

pertaining to the senses and experiences.
based on human thoughts and feelings.

“i just think…”
“i just feel like…”

“in my experience…”
what is physical rather than what is spiritual.



devilish

pertaining to demons.
demonic in origin.

this wisdom does not come from God,
rather from Satan and his demons.



what is the result of 
this wrong “wisdom?”

is it really that big of a deal? 
what does it lead to?



3:16

For where envying and strife is, 
there is confusion and every evil work.

jealousy selfishness



confusion

man’s wisdom (jealousy and selfishness) lead to:
disorder.

chaos. 
instead of harmony, it brings disruption to our church.
instead of deepening fellowship, it destroys fellowship.



every evil work

jealousy and selfishness (man’s wisdom) lead not only arguments, and divisions,
but also to every kind of evil.
an unlimited variety of sins.



what James is saying:
not only is jealousy and selfishness a big deal

because it keeps you from wisdom.

but also, jealousy and selfishness is a big deal 
because of what it is:

the driving characteristic of man’s wisdom.

man’s wisdom is worldly, fleshly, and demonic.

man’s wisdom leads to:

destroyed churches.
destroyed lives.



what about you?
will you recognize the dangers of man’s wisdom?

will you stop relying on earthly thinking?
will you stop making choices based on how you feel?

will you stop being influenced by Satan’s lies?
this is human wisdom.

it is characterized by jealousy and selfishness.
it leads to ruined churches and ruined lives.

will you recognize and remove it from your life?

will you choose to exchange man’s wisdom for God’s?

will you be serious about seeking and finding God’s wisdom?





Wisdom
3:13-18



got it.

man’s wisdom

God’s 
wisdom



if you want:

God’s 
wisdom

be meek.



if you want:
got it.

man’s wisdom
be jealous
be selfish



got it.

man’s wisdom

earthly sensual devilish

is marked by 3 characteristics:



got it.

man’s wisdom

destroyed churches destroyed morals

leads to:



God’s 
wisdom

is marked by 7 characteristics:



3:17

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrisy.

pure
peaceable gentle easy to be intreated
mercy good fruits without partiality

without hypocrisy



7 characteristics of wisdom?



watermelon analogy:





it’s too much!  like:



1.  Pure

morally blameless
clean and undefiled
free from all vices

free from any stain or blemish
why “first?”

this quality is first in its importance.



James 1:27

Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, 
To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep himself unspotted from the world.



2.  Peaceable

ready for peace
desiring and encouraging peace

pursuing peace
promoting right relationships between man and man 

and between man and God
not pursuing peace at the expense of purity

never compromising with sin in order to maintain peace



Romans 12:18

If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men.



3.  Gentle

not harsh in dealing with others
genuinely kind, understanding, and patient

careful with others’ feelings



Galatians 5:22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.



4.  Easy to be Intreated

being teachable
willing to listen to others

willing to learn from others
ready to cooperate

obedient and compliant to authority



1 Peter 5:5

Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. 
Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: 
for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.



5.  Full of Mercy and 
Good Fruits

possessing an abundant measure of mercy
showing compassion and kindness to those in need
demonstrating an abundant measure of good fruits



Luke 10:27

And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.



6.  Without Partiality/Variance

not a “respecter of persons”
not showing favoritism

instead, treat all people with equal respect and value



James 2:9

But if you show partiality, you are committing sin 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors.



6.  Without Partiality/Variance

consistency
not wishy-washy

not an emotional roller coaster



1 Cor. 15:58

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.



7.  Without Hypocrisy

it is genuine and sincere



Eph. 4:25

Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth 
with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

falsehood



7 characteristics of wisdom:

1.  Pure 2.  Pursuing Peace 3.  Gentle/Careful 4.  Teachable

5.  Full of Mercy 6.  No Favoritism 6.  No Inconsistency

7.  No Hypocrisy



how do i get there?



how do i keep from 
doing this:





the answer is not “try harder”
the answer is, grow closer.
spend more time with Jesus Christ.
spend more time reading His Word.
spend more time praying.
deepen your walk with Jesus Christ.
abide in Him.
that’s how you bear fruit.
that’s how you recognize and reject man’s wisdom.
that’s how you find true wisdom.

how many of these characteristics of true wisdom characterize your life?
are you willing to admit where you are wrong?
are you willing confess and forsake wrong wisdom?
are you willing to be serious about finding and living according to God’s wisdom?





James

Joseph
Mary

Jesus

James
Joseph

Simon
Judas

Sisters...

Matthew 13:55-56



writing this letter



in this time 
to these people...

Crucifixion
&

Resurrection
30 AD

Pentecost
50 days later

Church Begins
with 3,000!
(Acts 2:41)

Continues to grow
with 5,000 more!

(Acts 4:4)  

Persecution
&

Stephen Stoned
(Acts 7)

Diaspora
(Acts 8:1)



about these things:



Trials
1:2-12

Respond to trials with joy.

1.  Trials make you steadfast (1:3).
2.  Trials make you mature (1:4).

3.  Trials bring reward (1:12).



Temptation
1:13-18

uncontrolled desire

breaking God’s Law

destructionx



Hearing and Doing
1:19-27

Text



Favoritism
2:1-13



Faith and Works
2:14-26

i think there might be a 
problem with your horse... you are so judgmental!

you don’t even know me 
or my situation.

i know, but, horses that are 
alive don’t look like that...

relax...it’s not about 
the externals.

it’s my horse. 
i think it’s fine.



The Tongue
3:1-12



Wisdom
3:13-18



3:13-17
13.  Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? 

let him shew out of a good conversation 
his works with meekness of wisdom. 

14.  But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, 
glory not, and lie not against the truth. 

15.  This wisdom descendeth not from above, 
but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 

16.  For where envying and strife is, 
there is confusion and every evil work. 

17.  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, 

full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 



got it.

man’s wisdom

God’s 
wisdom



got it.

man’s wisdom

earthly sensual devilish

is marked by 3 characteristics:



got it.

man’s wisdom

destroyed churches destroyed morals

leads to:



God’s 
wisdom

is marked by 7 characteristics:

1.  Pure 2.  Pursuing Peace 3.  Gentle/Careful 4.  Teachable

5.  Full of Mercy 6.  No Favoritism
6.  No Inconsistency 7.  No Hypocrisy



God’s 
wisdom

leads to:

James 3:18



3:18

And the fruit of righteousness 
is sown in peace 

of them that make peace.

what is the emphasis here? 
righteousness? 

or peace? 
what does righteousness have to do with peace? 

what do either of these have to do with God’s wisdom?



3:18

And the fruit of righteousness 
is sown in peace 

of them that make peace.

the harvest

by those

the result

fruit of righteousness

wisdom?

what righteousness produceswhich is righteousness

?

And the result (righteousness)
is planted in peace

by those who make peace.

People who plant peace
and make peace

reap righteousness.

planted



God’s 
wisdom

results in:

right standing before God
a life that pleases God

a life that receives God’s approval

righteousness



the world says…
wisdom is found by those who are ambitious.

those who are self motivated.
those who are driven.

those who are self-assertive.
those who are loud.

those who love themselves.
those who are confident.

those who are proud.

that’s not true wisdom.
it is man’s wisdom.
it is earth bound.

it pertains only to the senses.
it is demonic/satanic in origin.



God says…
wisdom is found by those who are meek.

by those whose lives demonstrate good works.

by those who are:
pure.

who pursue peace.
who are gentle and careful.

who are teachable.
who are full of mercy.

who don’t show favoritism to people.
who are are not inconsistent.

who are not hypocritical.



what does your life 
look like?

sensual devilishearthly

envy selfish ambition



got it.

man’s wisdom

God’s 
wisdom

if so…this is you.



if you want:

God’s 
wisdom



you must be:

meek
under control.

willingly surrendered. 

humble.



you must be:

1.  Pure 2.  Pursuing Peace 3.  Gentle/Careful 4.  Teachable

5.  Full of Mercy 6.  No Favoritism 6.  No Inconsistency

7.  No Hypocrisy



what does it really 
matter?



got it.

man’s wisdom

God’s 
wisdom

is it really that big of a deal?



destroyed morals

end result:

destroyed churches

or

righteousness

right standing before God
a life that pleases God

a life that receives God’s approval





review



Question:

What kind of book is James?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of book is it?



What kind of  
book is James?



ANSWER:



General Epistle?

Letter written to a more general 
audience than Paul’s epistles 

(which were addressed to specific 
individuals or congregations).

James, 1& 2 Peter, 1, 2, & 3 John, and Jude



Question:

Who wrote the book of James?

James.

At least 4 mentioned in Scripture.

which one?



Which James?

“the greater”

“the lesser”“son of James”
Luke 6:16



James

Joseph
Mary

Jesus

James
Joseph

Simon
Judas

Sisters...

Matthew 13:55-56



writing this letter



in this time 
to these people...

Crucifixion
&

Resurrection
30 AD

Pentecost
50 days later

Church Begins
with 3,000!
(Acts 2:41)

Continues to grow
with 5,000 more!

(Acts 4:4)  

Persecution
&

Stephen Stoned
(Acts 7)

Diaspora
(Acts 8:1)



about what?





Trials
1:2-12

Respond to trials with joy.

1.  Trials make you steadfast (1:3).
2.  Trials make you mature (1:4).

3.  Trials bring reward (1:12).



Temptation
1:13-18

uncontrolled desire

breaking God’s Law

destructionx



Hearing and Doing
1:19-27

Text



Favoritism
2:1-13



Faith and Works
2:14-26

i think there might be a 
problem with your horse... you are so judgmental!

you don’t even know me 
or my situation.

i know, but, horses that are 
alive don’t look like that...

relax...it’s not about 
the externals.

it’s my horse. 
i think it’s fine.



The Tongue
3:1-12



Wisdom
3:13-18





chapter 4!!!



what is it about?



4:1-6
1.  From whence come wars and fightings among you? come 
they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? 
2.  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 
3.  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts. 
4.  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 
5.  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that 
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 
6.  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

divisions

uncontrolled  
wants

prayerlessness

wrong praying

loving the  
world

pride

what is it about?



you say…



all of this makes me feel



how can we know what 
the main point is?



or…eenie, meenie, miny moe…



not a good 
interpretational 

approach.



what should we do?



keep studying!



1.  context

what has James been talking about? 

James 3:1-12

James 3:13-18



3:1-12
the tongue, and the damage it can do

damaging/
destructive

contaminates
the whole body

no age is free from 
the evils of the tongue the uncontrolled 

tongue is fueled 
by Hell’s fires

6.  And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue 
among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and 
setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.

fire world of iniquity
defileth the whole body

setteth on fire the course of nature set on fire of hell

all of the evils
of the world found 
here in miniature



3:1-12
the tongue, and the damage it can do

is a restless evil is death-bringing

8.  But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, 
full of deadly poison.

unruly evil
full of deadly poison



3:13-18

16.  For where envying and strife is, 
there is confusion and every evil work.

jealousy selfishness

man’s wisdom, and the damage it can do

destroyed churches destroyed morals

confusion every evil work



1.  context
what has James been talking about? 

James 3:1-12

James 3:13-18

destruction and division in the church

so what is he talking about now?

a continuation/development of that idea.



2.  correlation

but how do all of these different ideas all go together?

what is James’ train of thought?





4:1-6 Question:  where do all  
these divisions come from?

answer:  divisions come 
from uncontrolled  
desires.

explanation of desire.

spiritual problem of  
uncontrolled desire: 
breaks friendship with God.

God wants friendship 
with us.

God gives grace to  
restore friendship 
to those who humbly  
repent.

1. From whence come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your 
members? 
2.  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot 
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 
3.  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts. 
4.  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 
5.  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that 
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 
6.  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.



4:1

1.  From whence come wars and fightings among you? 

Those conflicts and disputes among you,
where do they come from?

what is the answer?  keep reading verse 1:

Do they not come from your desires
that are at war within you?

come they not hence, even of your lusts
that war in your members?



in other words
the cause of this…

is this:

I want!I want!



interesting, isn’t it?
because normally when this happens…

who do we blame?
but according to this passage,

who is really to blame?



when you live a life 
controlled by your wants

you will live a life of constant conflicts and disputes.

you will argue with your mom.
you will argue with your dad.

you will argue with your siblings.
you will argue with your teachers.
you will argue with your friends.
you will argue with EVERYONE.

why? 
because NO ONE can meet all your wants.

YOU can’t even meet all your wants.

so don’t live according to your wants.



what's the big deal?
how bad could it be?

so i argue with everyone.  big deal.  

is that the only consequence?

keep reading.



You want something and do not have it; 
so you commit murder.

And you covet something and cannot obtain it;
so you engage in disputes and conflicts.

When zeal, ambition, cravings, and desires rule your heart, 
they will control your actions. 

“how could someone do something like that?” 

That person has never controlled their wants. 
And so their wants control them.

4:2 continues:



what about your 
relationships?

is this you?

because of this?

I want!I want!



recognize where this 
will lead:

a life of ruin.

perhaps not murder.

but most certainly a life of constant strife and conflict.

is this really the life you want to choose?



application:
maybe you are not there yet.

maybe you are just beginning to go down this path.

maybe you are already there.  

maybe you are miserable in constant conflict.

will you recognize the problem is not everyone else?

will you admit the problem is you?

will you confess the sin of “wanting?”

will you choose instead to be content with who you are,
and with what you have?

will you choose to find your contentment in God?





4:1-6 Question:  where do all  
these divisions come from?

answer:  divisions come 
from uncontrolled  
desires.

explanation of desire.

spiritual problem of  
uncontrolled desire: 
breaks friendship with God.

1. From whence come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your 
members? 
2.  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot 
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 
3.  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts. 
4.  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 
5.  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that 
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 
6.  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.



4:4

 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 
know ye not that 

the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God? 

whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world 
is the enemy of God. 



in other words…

this

=
this

God



Satan’s lie:

this

&
God

 these loves can “coexist” 
you can have both!

this



God’s Word says,

impossible.

in fact, if you love the world,
you have already chosen to be God’s enemy.



and the opposite is true 
as well:

if you choose to love God,
the world will hate you.



John 17:13-16

13.  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, 
that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 
14.  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, 
because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
15.  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 
16.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.



you can only love one.  
which one are you loving?

Godor



how do i know?

what does loving the 
world look like?





Time Out



1 John 2:15-16
15.  Love not the world, 

neither the things that are in the world. 
If any man love the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him. 

16.  For all that is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, 

and the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, 

is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
living all about me

wrongly satisfying natural desires
wanting what i don’t have

lust of the flesh
lust of the eyes

pride of life

this is what it means to love the world. 
if this is you, you are not God’s friend. 

you are choosing to be God’s enemy.



lust of the flesh
any god given desire satisfied the wrong way.

hunger

sleep

sex

sleeping too much/wrong time

eating too much/wrong food

satisfying that desire outside of marriage
(at any level—music that feeds that desire,
movies that condone that behavior,
websites/apps that lead to sexual thoughts)

all of these things are the lust of the flesh. 
this is what worldliness looks like.



questions:
is it a sin to be fat? 
not necessarily.  other health issues can contribute.
it is a sin to habitually overeat or eat unhealthily.

is it a sin to eat ice-cream? 
ice-cream in and of itself is not sinful.  eating it in moderation
is not necessarily harmful to your body.  the key is moderation.

if some ice-cream is okay, is some rock music okay? 
rock music is different.  rock music is in and of itself harmful.
so rather than comparing rock to ice-cream in moderation,
we would compare rock music to drug use.  it okay to do a little
drugs?  no, because those are inherently harmful to your body.

is it a sin to get a tattoo? 
is it a sin to get ears pierced?





how do i determine if 
something is right or 

wrong?



is ______ sin?
does the Bible forbid it?yes no

it is wrong it is right

does it violate any Biblical principles?

does it offend others?

does it hinder my testimony?

does it glorify God?

is it of faith?

yes

yes

yes

no

no

(1 Corinthians 10:31)

(Romans 14:23)

(Ecclesiastes 12:13)

(Romans 12:2)

(1 Corinthians 8:13, 10:32)

(Matthew 5:16)

no

no

yes

no

yes



is homosexuality 
wrong?



does the Bible forbid it?yes no

it is wrong it is right

does it violate any Biblical principles?

does it offend others?

does it hinder my testimony?

does it glorify God?

is it of faith?

yes

yes

yes

no

no

(1 Corinthians 10:31)

(Romans 14:23)

(Ecclesiastes 12:13)

(Romans 12:2)

(1 Corinthians 8:13, 10:32)

(Matthew 5:16)

no

no

yes

no

yes

is ______ sin?homosexuality



Romans 1:26-28

26.  For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. 
For their women exchanged natural relations 

for those that are contrary to nature; 

27.  and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women 
and were consumed with passion for one another, 

men committing shameless acts with men 
and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.

sin



1 Corinthians 6:9-10

9.  Or do you not know that the unrighteous
 will not inherit the kingdom of God? 

Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 

nor men who practice homosexuality, 

10.  nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards,
 nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.



Leviticus 18:22

Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.
detestable sin



Leviticus 20:13

If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, 
both of them have committed an abomination: 

they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.
detestable sin



does the Bible forbid it?yes no

it is wrong it is right

does it violate any Biblical principles?

does it offend others?

does it hinder my testimony?

does it glorify God?

is it of faith?

yes

yes

yes

no

no

(1 Corinthians 10:31)

(Romans 14:23)

(Ecclesiastes 12:13)

(Romans 12:2)

(1 Corinthians 8:13, 10:32)

(Matthew 5:16)

no

no

yes

no

yes

is ______ sin?homosexuality





how do i determine if 
something is right or 

wrong?



what about tattoos?



does the Bible forbid it?yes no

it is wrong it is right

does it violate any Biblical principles?

does it offend others?

does it hinder my testimony?

does it glorify God?

is it of faith?

yes

yes

yes

no

no

(1 Corinthians 10:31)

(Romans 14:23)

(Ecclesiastes 12:13)

(Romans 12:2)

(1 Corinthians 8:13, 10:32)

(Matthew 5:16)

no

no

yes

no

yes

are ______ sin?tattoos



Leviticus 19:28
Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, 
nor print any marks upon you: I am the LORD.

You shall not make any cuts on your body for the dead 
or tattoo yourselves: I am the LORD.

open and shut case? 

not necessarily. 

why not?

we cannot ignore context.
we are not under OT law.



context:
19.  “You shall keep my statutes. You shall not let your cattle breed with a 
different kind. You shall not sow your field with two kinds of seed, nor shall you 
wear a garment of cloth made of two kinds of material.

23.  “When you come into the land and plant any kind of tree for food, then you 
shall regard its fruit as forbidden.  Three years it shall be forbidden to you; it 
must not be eaten. 24.  And in the fourth year all its fruit shall be holy, an offering 
of praise to the Lord. 25.  But in the fifth year you may eat of its fruit, to increase 
its yield for you: I am the Lord your God.

26.  “You shall not eat any flesh with the blood in it. 
You shall not interpret omens or tell fortunes. 

27.  You shall not round off the hair on your temples or mar the edges of your 
beard. 

28.  You shall not make any cuts on your body for the dead or tattoo yourselves: 
I am the Lord.

from which the blood has not been drained (Lev. 7:26, 17:10).

don’t practice divination (Deut. 18:10).

don’t shave parts of your head or beard

don’t cut or tattoo your body



questions:
are we Israelites?

do all of the laws of Israel apply to us?

do any?

we are not under the Law but under grace (Romans 6:14-15).

yet the Law is still important (Matthew 5:19).

certain OT expectations are still relevant.

which Old Testament Laws apply to us today?

not civil or ceremonial, but moral laws.



Civil - Deals with disputes between individuals.  Expired with the demise of the Jewish civil government
1. Be just with the poor, (Lev. 19:15)
2. Cattle, of neighbor (Deut. 22:1-4)
3. Children, rebellious (Deut. 21:18-21)
4. Debt (Lev. 23:34-43; Deut. 31:10)
5. Divorce (Deut. 22:19)
6. Dress, attire (Deut. 22:5)
7. Do not hate in your heart (Lev. 19:17)
8. Inheritance (Num. 18:26; 26:53-56; 36:8-12)
9. Justice practices (Lev. 24:17-23)
10. Kidnapping (Exodus 21:16)
11. Landmarks (Deuteronomy 19:14)
12. Property redemption (Lev. 25)
13. Murder and killing (Deut. 21:1-4)
14. Retain just scales in commerce (Lev. 19:35f)
15. Robbery, extortion, false witness, and restitution (Lev. 6:1-7)
16. Sabbath breaking punishment (Num. 15:32-36)
17. Theft (Deut. 5:19; Lev. 19:11)
18. Warfare (Deut. 20:1-20)
Ceremonial - Expired with the fulfillment of priestly work of Christ (Matt. 3:15)
1. Cleaning house of leper (Lev. 14:33-57; Num. 5:2)
2. Festivals (Lev. 23:1-25; Nu. 29:39)
3. Laws on animals for food (Lev. 11:1-47)
4. Law of Atonement (Lev. 16:1-28;17:1-16)
5. Offerings (Num. 29:39)
6. Priest, consecration of (Ex. 29:1-46)
7. Priestly duties (Lev. 7:1-37)
8. Regulations for Priests (Lev. 21,22)
9. Various sacrificial offerings for sin (Lev. 1,2,3,4,5,6)
Moral - No Expiration because it is based on God's character.  "You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy," (Lev. 19:2)
1. Idolatry (Lev. 26:1-13)
2. Love God (Deut. 6:4)
3. Love your neighbor as yourself (Lev. 19:18)
4. Oppress your neighbor (Lev. 19:13)
5. Stealing or lying (Lev. 19:11)
6. Sacrifice children to Molech forbidden (Lev. 20:1-5)
7. Sexual sins: adultery, incest, bestiality, homosexuality, etc. (Lev. 18:20; 20:9-21; Num. 5:12-15)



does the Bible forbid it?yes no

it is wrong it is right

does it violate any Biblical principles?

does it offend others?

does it hinder my testimony?

does it glorify God?

is it of faith?

yes

yes

yes

no

no

(1 Corinthians 10:31)

(Romans 14:23)

(Ecclesiastes 12:13)

(Romans 12:2)

(1 Corinthians 8:13, 10:32)

(Matthew 5:16)

no

no

yes

no

yes

are ______ sin?tattoos



1 Corinthians 3:16-17

16.  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

17.  If any man defile the temple of God, 
him shall God destroy; 

for the temple of God is holy, 
which temple ye are.



1 Corinthians 6:19-20

19.  Or do you not know that your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God? 

You are not your own, 

20.  for you were bought with a price. 
So glorify God in your body.



1 Peter 3:3-4

3.  Do not let your adorning be external—
the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, 

or the clothing you wear— 

4.  but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart 
with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 

which in God’s sight is very precious. 

focus and attention should not be drawn to the externals, 
but rather to your spirit.  who you are on the inside.



does the Bible forbid it?yes no

it is wrong it is right

does it violate any Biblical principles?

does it offend others?

does it hinder my testimony?

does it glorify God?

is it of faith?

yes

yes

yes

no

no

(1 Corinthians 10:31)

(Romans 14:23)

(Ecclesiastes 12:13)

(Romans 12:2)

(1 Corinthians 8:13, 10:32)

(Matthew 5:16)

no

no

yes

no

yes

are ______ sin?tattoos



not a “gray” area.
a conscience area.

would it be sin for me?

yes.

would it be sin for you?

that is between you and God.

are there questions?

yes.  many.

can i tell you it’s sin for you?

no, but i would strongly caution you.

make only faith based decisions.



application:

what is the basis for your decisions in your life?

are your decisions feelings oriented?

are your decisions based on what you want?

are your decisions based on the people you look up to?

or are your decisions truly based on the Word of God?

we must live lives that are shaped by the Word of God.



4:4

 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 
know ye not that 

the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God? 

whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world 
is the enemy of God. 



you can only love one.  
which one are you loving?

Godor





4:1-6 Question:  where do all  
these divisions come from?

answer:  divisions come 
from uncontrolled  
desires.

explanation of desire.

spiritual problem of  
uncontrolled desire: 
breaks friendship with God.

1. From whence come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your 
members? 
2.  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot 
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 
3.  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts. 
4.  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 
5.  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that 
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 
6.  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.



4:4

 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 
know ye not that 

the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God? 

whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world 
is the enemy of God. 



in other words…

this

=
this

God



Satan’s lie:

this

&
God

 these loves can “coexist” 
you can have both!

this



God’s Word says,

impossible.

in fact, if you love the world,
you have already chosen to be God’s enemy.



and the opposite is true 
as well:

if you choose to love God,
you have chosen to be the world’s enemy.

the world will hate you.



you can only love one.  
which one are you loving?

Godor



how do i know?

what does loving the 
world look like?



1 John 2:15-16
15.  Love not the world, 

neither the things that are in the world. 
If any man love the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him. 

16.  For all that is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, 

and the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, 

is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

wrongly satisfying natural desires
wanting what i don’t have

lust of the flesh
lust of the eyes



am i worldly?

am i making myself 
God’s enemy?

am i wrongly satisfying natural desires?

am i constantly wanting what i don’t have?



no one knows how i feel.
i feel empty. 

i’m not happy. 

i’m not content. 

i don’t have. 

i’m surrounded by 
everyone else who does.











i don’t mean to 
compare.

it’s just that everywhere i look, 
i see what i don’t have.



i’m not saying i want 
everything.

i don’t need to be rich. 
i just wish i wasn’t poor.

$



i’m not saying i want 
everything.

i don’t need to have everything. 
i just wish i had some things.



i’m not saying i want 
everything.

i don’t need to have the perfect relationship. 
i just wish i had some relationship.



i’m not saying i want 
everything.

i don’t need to be perfect. 
i just wish i could look better.



i’m not saying i want 
everything.

i don’t need to be the most popular person. 
i just wish i wasn’t so unpopular.



i’m not saying i want 
everything.

i don’t need to be the most successful person. 
i just wish i could have some success.



what’s the answer?
what do i do when my life 

doesn’t measure up? 

what do i do when my possessions 
don’t match my wants? 

i recognize my sin of worldliness. 

i confess it to god. 

my problem of wanting will never  
be fixed by having. 

only God can fill my emptiness. 

only God can satisfy.



the only thing that needs 
to change in my life in 
order for me to be 

content…
is my heart. 

not my possessions. 
not my circumstances. 
not my relationships. 

it is my focus. 
it is my priorities. 
it is what i love. 

it is my heart.



is it wrong to want 
things?

it is when your happiness depends on them. 

are you content without them? 

what does your happiness depend on?



Philippians 3:8

Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss  
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:  

for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,  
and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,



Job 1:20-21 

20.  Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head,  
and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 

21.  And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb,  
and naked shall I return thither:  

the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away;  
blessed be the name of the LORD.



1 Timothy 6:6

But godliness with contentment is great gain.



Hebrews 13:5

Keep your life free from love of money,  
and be content with what you have, 

for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”



Psalm 73:25

Whom have I in heaven but thee?  
and there is nothing upon earth that I desire beside thee.



application:

am i worldly? 

am I making myself god’s enemy? 

am i constantly wanting what i don’t have? 

am i looking for happiness outside of God? 

if that is true of you, 
will you confess that to God tonight?





4:4

 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 
know ye not that 

the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God? 

whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world 
is the enemy of God. 



in other words…

this

=
this

God



what does loving the 
world look like?



1 John 2:15-16
15.  Love not the world, 

neither the things that are in the world. 
If any man love the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him. 

16.  For all that is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, 

and the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, 

is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

wrongly satisfying natural desires
wanting what i don’t have

lust of the flesh
lust of the eyes

living all about mepride of life



am i worldly?

am i making myself 
God’s enemy?

am i wrongly satisfying natural desires?

am i constantly wanting what i don’t have?

am i making my life all about me?



BIG QUESTIONS:

who am i? 

why am i here? 

what am i living for? 

who am i living for?



QUESTION:

WHAT MAKES THIS SO DIFFICULT?



MILLIONS OF MARKETING DOLLARS ARE SPENT TO SHAPE YOUR VIEW OF YOURSELF:



MANY TRY TO FIND THEIR IDENTITY THROUGH PURCHASES.



MANY TRY TO FIND THEIR IDENTITY THROUGH PURCHASES.



MANY TRY TO FIND THEIR IDENTITY THROUGH PURCHASES.



MANY TRY FIND THEIR IDENTITY IN PERFORMANCE:

Ben Simmons  
2016 NBA #1 Draft Pick



Joshua Bell 
Child Prodigy 
Professional  
Violinist

MANY TRY FIND THEIR IDENTITY IN PERFORMANCE:



MANY TRY FIND THEIR IDENTITY IN PERFORMANCE:



STILL MORE TRY TO FIND THEIR IDENTITY IN APPEARANCE:



QUESTION:

WHAT IF I CAN’T AFFORD TO BUY ALL THE LATEST PRODUCTS? 
WHAT IF I’M NOT EXCEPTIONAL IN MY ABILITIES? 
WHAT IF I’M NOT EXCEPTIONAL IN MY LOOKS? 
AM I WORTH LESS? 
AM I WORTHLESS? 
WHERE DO I FIND MY WORTH? 
WHO AM I?



REALITY:

THESE THINGS DO NOT DEFINE WHO YOU ARE!

You were created to be more than just  a purchaser of products. 

You were created to be more than just a performer. 

Your value, your identity does not come from what you accomplish. 

Your value, your identity does not come from what you look like. 

You were created in God’s image. 

You were created like Him, and to be like Him. 

What does that look like?



SO WHO DID GOD CREATE ME TO BE?

WHAT IS THE PATTERN I SHOULD FOLLOW?

Philippians 2:5-11



PHILIPPIANS 2:5-8

PATTERN:

5.  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  

6.  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  

7.  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,  

and was made in the likeness of men:  

8.  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,  

and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

“form”—not just outward appearance—“of the essential nature”

did not regard his equality with God as something to be used for his own advantage



QUESTION:

if my pattern to follow is Jesus Christ, 

and He emptied Himself. 

humbled Himself. 

my identity is humility? 

selflessness? 

yes, but it’s more than that. 

it’s not just about humility. 

it’s not just about selflessness. 

it’s about obedience. 

God created me for Him. 

not for me. 

life is not about me.  



QUESTION:

WHO IS THE GREATEST MAN WHO EVER LIVED?

Noah 

Moses 

Elijah 

Abraham 

David 

Apostle Paul



MATTHEW 11:11A

JESUS SAYS:

“Verily I say unto you, 

Among them that are born of women, 

there hath not risen a greater than 

John the Baptist…”



JOHN THE BAPTIST

IRONIC: the reason he is not thought of 

is the very thing that makes him the greatest. 

his entire life’s purpose was to shine the spotlight on Jesus Christ. 

to “prepare the way.” 

His whole life can be summed up in one verse: 

“He must increase, I must decrease.” 

This is not just to be John the Baptist’s purpose and mission in life. 

This is not just to be his identity. 

This is to be all of ours. 

Our identity is tied up in fulfilling our created purpose: 

Making God big.



QUESTION:

WHY DON’T WE?
why are we so insecure? 

why are we wrecked with complexes? 

eating disorders. 

anxiety attacks. 

depression. 

substance abuse. 

addictions. 

bitterness. 

emptiness. 

because we are not living according to God’s intended purpose. 

God’s purpose for your life is bigger than you. 

in fact, it’s not about you at all.   

it’s about HIM.



APPLICATION:

what about you? 

where are you looking for fulfillment in life? 

to your appearance? 

to your performance? 

to your possessions? 

is your life all about you? 

God created you for more. 

You will never find fulfillment until you empty yourself, 

and allow Jesus Christ to fill you. 

Will you choose to live a life that is all about Him? 



APPLICATION:

Confess your sin of pride. 

Confess your sin of selfishness. 

Confess your sin of arrogance. 

Confess your sin of envy. 

Confess your sin of lust. 

Confess your sin of self focus. 

Confess your sin of wanting your own way. 

Ask God to help you empty yourself of your own wants and desires. 

Your own selfish ambitions. 

Ask Jesus Christ to help you live for Him instead. 

Ask Him for a heart that truly loves Him most.





4:1-6 Question:  where do all  
these divisions come from?

answer:  divisions come 
from uncontrolled  
desires.

explanation of desire.

spiritual problem of  
uncontrolled desire: 
breaks friendship with God.

1. From whence come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your 
members? 
2.  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot 
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 
3.  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts. 
4.  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 
5.  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that 
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 
6.  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.



4:5
Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, 
The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?

what is the subject of the verb yearns?

1.  the Holy Spirit
“The Spirit, which dwells in you, yearns with jealousy.”

2.  the human spirit
“The spirit that dwells in you yearns with jealousy.”

3.  an understood “God” with “the Spirit” as the object of the verb:
“[God] yearns with jealousy for the Spirit which dwells in you.”

4.   an understood “God” with “the spirit” as the object of the verb:
“[God] yearns with jealousy for the spirit which dwells in you.”

yearns
do you think the Scripture says without purpose



multiple choice



multiple guess



me



how do we choose?

what is the subject of the verb yearns?

1.  the Holy Spirit
“The Spirit, which dwells in you, yearns with jealousy.”

2.  the human spirit
“The spirit that dwells in you yearns with jealousy.”

3.  an understood “God” with “the Spirit” as the object of the verb:
“[God] yearns with jealousy for the Spirit which dwells in you.”

4.   an understood “God” with “the spirit” as the object of the verb:
“[God] yearns with jealousy for the spirit which dwells in you.”

Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, 
The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?

4:5



word study

Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, 
The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?

4:5

katoikeo
dwell in 

established in 
inhabit

pneuma
man’s spirit 
holy spirit 

wind/breath

do you think the Scripture says without purpose

phthonos
envy 

grudge 
spite

epipothei
long for 

strain after 
desire greatly

spirit dwelleth lusteth envy



compare translations:

ESV:  Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says,
“He yearns jealously over the spirit he has made to dwell in us?”

NASB:  Or do you think the the Scripture speaks to no purpose:  
“He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us”?

KJV:  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain,
The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?



this doesn’t have to be us

response:



what haven’t we looked 
at yet?



context Question:  where do all  
these divisions come from?

answer:  divisions come 
from uncontrolled  
desires.

explanation of desire.

spiritual problem of  
uncontrolled desire: 
breaks friendship with God.

1. From whence come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your 
members? 
2.  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot 
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 
3.  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts. 
4.  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 
5.  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that 
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 
6.  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

 2.  the human spirit
“The spirit that dwells in you yearns with jealousy.”

“The spirit which God implanted in man turns to envious desires.”



what is man’s spirit?
“The human spirit is the incorporeal part of man. The Bible says that the  

human spirit is the very breath of Almighty God and was breathed into  

man at the beginning of God’s creation: “Then the LORD God formed a  

man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath  

of life, and the man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7). It is the human  

spirit that gives us a consciousness of self and other remarkable, though  

limited, “God-like” qualities. The human spirit includes our intellect,  

emotions, fears, passions, and creativity. It is this spirit that provides us  

the unique ability to comprehend and understand (Job 32:8, 18).”



4:1-6 Question:  where do all  
these divisions come from?

answer:  divisions come 
from uncontrolled  
desires.

explanation of desire.

spiritual problem of  
uncontrolled desire: 
breaks friendship with God.

1. From whence come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your 
members? 
2.  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot 
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 
3.  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts. 
4.  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 
5.  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that 
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 
6.  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

The Bible is right. 
I want to do what is wrong.



Romans 7:14-20
14.  For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
15.  For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 
16.  If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 
17.  Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
18.  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present 
with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 
19.  For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 
20.  Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.



1 John 1:5-2:2
5.  This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
6.  If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do 
not the truth: 
7.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
8.  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
9.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 
10.  If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

1.  My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not.   And if any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
2.  And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world.



application:

will you agree with God about your sin?

will you admit that there is a very real part of you that constantly wants to do wrong?

more than just wanting to do wrong, you have been constantly giving in to wrong?

will you stop pretending you don’t sin, and start confessing that sin?

will you, like Paul, cry out in repentance and dependency on God?

will you allow Jesus Christ to be your advocate and get right with God tonight?




